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The purpose of this -study is to collect all available facts 
pertinent to the Remagen Bridgehead Operation, ,t6 collate these data 
in cases of conf.licting reports , and to present the processed material 
in such’ a fcrm that it ~may te -efficiently utilized by’an instructor in 
preparing a period of. instruction .> The data on : wh%ch this study is 
based was obtained from interviews with personnel L&O took grt in the 
operation and from after action reports li.sted in the bibli-ography. 

-‘IhiS ‘is an Armored ‘School publication and is not th6 official 
Department of the Army:-history of the .Renagen Operation.. 

‘It ‘must be remembered that the’ Remagen Operation is an example of 
a rapid and successful exploitation of an unexpected fortune of war. 
As such, -the ~inevitable confusion of. facW and the normal: fog of war 
are :-more : preval-ent than usual.. 9% ‘absence ,of .-sp&ff ic p’ detailed 
-pr icr plMs f -?%a ~frequent- -ohanges of -command?- and the initial lack of 
an’ --int-&grz&ed -force all make .’ the’ details of the operation-- most 

-difficult to --‘eval,uate and the motives of some decisions ‘rather 
obscdre . ‘--The operat-i-on. started as -a two-battalion action .and grew 
into a’- four-division operation-: within a week. ‘Units ware initially 

..empio-yed -in the ,.bridgehead, as they became available, where-- they were 
most needed : a line of ‘action that -frequently broke up regiments, In 
ca$es%of .confl:icting .accounts- of the action@ the authors of this study 

have -checked --each action .and each- time of action-. included -in.‘the study 
.;.ati .-have &valuated ’ the- -various zeports in order to a.rrfve at the most 
+r.obabIe conclusions. 
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The!‘.foll@@ng CAnents ares incXudecf; in this ., @x@y of the: owr*con 
f0.r the. kknefip ,+f those. ho. kiJL. folliow ‘and:. ,*& my1 & eonfron& 
with the .. @sp+sibil i ty of making: imne&ate , .’ onqhe-sp~t decisim- 
that are far-reaching in t&ii &feet. & that -iwol;ve. h.ig.h&r *h&&m. 
of comnand.. . . ,.. 

The.; details. of the oper;ation are valuable- ,a@. should: ‘be, studiedi 
as many worthwhile -lessons can be l.earned f ram them. In this study, 
which should- be critical,, the. .+udent should approach them.by”~,rk~ng- 
himself. I -into, the : situation; 1 . . that ,is,. by gettirq. a clear mental 
pi$ure ,of-.ti$? situation as it existed at the time- .Lt took -place,. 

First .a@ foremost, ,the operation., is..,an~out+anding proof kbt.: the 
American pr incipqes- of warfa.re, 
resour6efujl:n+is, agqressiveness, 

with, emphasis on’ hi t&,tive ,, 
ati willingness.. to. ass- great--risks 

for great.- results,,:: are., mwd. .The @mmander mu& base. his &lliqness 
to- assune -thoso,.great -risks upon- his conf ideKe .in, h$s. troops;. pi ..: : 

Cornmeers; of every echelon frqn the squad .up ,-wbe take unnecessary 
risks- that r are ragh, 51l~onceived~, ..gn@ f&hardy shotid: be: r-g& 
fra. m&l . . . . ;, 

‘+ 
:. ~&&q.‘ : 1,’ 

.’ 
w&g. the net& &., M1.E of- : 
,In this. particl;llar operation ‘the entire. chain- of ccmmand f&m:,~the. 

ind:~vi~~~@l:, :saldder ,:, squ@, @z&c~n~~ a@: .on e through ., @e>.:.h.ig~hest. 
echelqnc, w:;’ sqw- .ge .-oppcr.tu@ty ,qd ;unhe+t@f@ly~~ drove 
tti. i.ts successful. emzcution. 

t&o-&h 
. . L ,,... 

It is, impossibae to overemphasize this as an ‘i;iX&ration of ‘t&l ~ 
kn-erican. tradit,ion and tra.inirrg . 

dI,itary history -i-s replete with incidents where wn&rful 
op@ortunities. .were’. not grasp&.,- with resultant ., failure. 

lhe fact stands out that- positkve I energetic. actions me .prd- 
to get across. The traffic jams, the weather., the road. netsP the 
chaqc in. plans, did not deter anyone, from the primary job oft .gettirq 
across the, Rhine and exploiting this wonderful am&Unity. 

‘ihe results are history. 
Che other thought. When a- reporter asked Sergeant Drabick,, the- 

first. soldier across the bridge ,. “Was the se-f zing of the bridge 
planned?” “I don’t know about- that, all I know is that % took it,” 
was: his reply. 

This suns it up in a nutshell. So mtih for thei operations 
It might be well for future value to sunise what mmld have. 

happened if the operation had failed. Assune for this purpose: &at 24.. 
or 36 hours-after the initial troops crossed, the bridge had gone down 
from deiayed time bombs or from air bcnnbirq or the direct artillery 
fire., which~ was extremely accurate. the’ first few days. It actually 
did mlfapse .on 17 March. , - 

Those troops already .ac.ross muld. have heen lost.. 
Would the c*anders. Gho mad&- the. &As-ions have been severely ._ 

&iticized? 
My purpose in this question is to crea-te -discussion., Hiy hope is 

that your think&q w%l? result in the pwer that they- t~ould‘not. 
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d 
Gxtmanders must have confidence not only in those under their 

cgmnand -but also in thqse under whom they serve. 
In this specific case we had this confidence. 
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The Establishment and -Build-up of the REMAGEN BRIDGEHEAD 

Prepared by the. Research and Evaluation Division, . 
?he Amxd School. 

ImomKTIm: Seizure of the Ludendorf Bridge. 

At 071256 March 1945, a task force of the United States 9th 
Anored Division broke out of the woods onto the bluffs overlooking 
the RHINE RIVER at RlPlAGEN (F645200)*, and saw the LUDENDCW BRIDc;E 
standing intact over the RHINE. Lieutenant Colonel Leonard E. 
bgeman, the task force commander, had tnder his WMIE& : one platoon 
of the 89th Reconnaissance Squadron, the' 14th .'Tank Battalion (- 
Companies B. and C) , 
platoon of Company B, 

the 27th Armored Infantry Battalion, and one 
!WY’ Armored Engineer Battalion. Beyond the 

river lay the heartland of Germany,. and presumably :the organized 
defenses of the RHINE.“ Lieutenant Colonel Engeman*s original orders 
were to capture REMAGEN (F645200) and KRIPP (F670180) . Hoever, .-in .a 
meeting between the Conmarding Generals, 
Combat Commarid B of that division, 

9th Armored Divisim Bnd 
it had been decided that if‘ the 

LUDENDORF BRIDGE at REMAGE3l were passable, Combat Comnand B muld 
“grab i%” This information had been sent to Lieutenant @lone1 
Engeman . 

About 062300 March the III Corps commander, ‘Major General 
Milliken, had- rmarked to -Major General Leonard ,over the phone, “You 
see that. black line on the map. 
go down in history,” 

If you’can seize that your name will 
or words to that effect. This refer-red to the 

bridge. 

‘IA? plan of assault as formulated by the column commander and as / 
subsequently executed was anattack on REMAGEN (F5420) by one company 
of disniounted infantry and dne-platoon. of tanks" fo+lo#d: :by .the 
remainder of the force in., route. column and Supported by -assault guns 
and mortars fr.ti the vicinity: of (F633204) . This. plan obviated the 
necessity of moving any vehicles within the. column. prior to the time 
of attack, ‘Ihe plan .f urther provided that the assault tank .pI.atmn 
should move out 317 minutes. ,after the. infantry, wi’th the two forces 
joinirq at the east edge of :.ty and .executirq a COotclinat.ti .attnck 
for the capture of the bridge. As enemy troops and veh-icles .were 
still ,moving east across the bridge at the time (12%) , the column 
comnander requested time. fire on the bridge with the dual purpose 

2 For all map references -in this study-see Maps, appendi=x V. ,i 
_ 

2 
Stattient of. Lt Co1 meman, CO, -14th ,Tank Battalion; : 
After Action Report, CCB, --9bh Armored..Division, lular.ch 1!W, &ge 

’ %ter’ Action Report., 14th -;pnk Battal.ion,; March 191.5, -page .12, 
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of in’fl.i.ct.ing casual tiles- .and~ of : prev.enting destruction. of ‘the 
structure . . This request -was -refused d.ue to the. .diff.icuXty of 
coord’inating the infantr-y .and -artillery. ;&ring the .assaul.t on the 
town. 

Company A, 27th Armored Infantry Pattalion, moved out at 1350 
following the trail which ‘runs. -from -(.F62??204) 'to (FK35204). At 1420, 
the 90-IIKI platoon of Company A, 14th Tank Battalion, left the hods at 
(F632204) and started‘ down tfie steep, twisting, tree-lined ‘road+that 
enters REMAGEN at (F63.901) . ‘Ihe -tank platoon arrived at; the edge of 
town before the infantry and, meeting no resistance, continued on into 
the town. ‘Ihe infantry, upon- arriving at the edqe of town, was able 
to see the tanks,,already moving toward the bridge,. so it folloWeg 
along the main road running southwest through. the center :of REMAGEN. 
The town appeared deserted-the only resistance enoo;yntered was a 
small amount of small-arms fire frqn within the town- :and. sporadic 
f’ire .f.rom 2O~mm flak guns which, enf ilady the cross streets from 
positions along the east bank of qe *river. The tank platoon reached 
the west..end of the bridge at 1500 followed shortly. by the, company of 
infantry. By 1512, the tanks wxeeinposition at the western end of 
the bridge and were. covering the bridge ,with, fire. At the- same time, 
a chargye went: off on’ the causeway near the est end of, the bridge, 
followed shortly- by another charge two thirds of the way across. The 
first charge blew a large. hole in the dirt causeway which ran from- the 
road up to the ‘bridge ; the second damagd a main member of the bridge 
and blew a 30-foot hole in ,the : br idqe structure. .A .hole in the briqge 
floor , which the Gennans4were .repairing made the bridge-. temporarrly 
impassable for vehicles,. The assault gms and mortars -began-firirrg 
white. phosphorus on the town -of .mPEL (F647205) at this time (1515) in 
an attempt to build up a smoke screen over the bridge. A strorq, 
upstream wind prevented canplete succe.?! but partial concealment of 
the &saulting’ force ‘was accomplished. The use of burning, &ite 
phosphorus - demoraliti~ed the’+ defenders and drove them ‘to cover. The 
remaider .of Gdmpany A, 14th Tank %attaaion, arrived.at the bridge and 
went into ,firing. position downstream -from the bridge. .me. 27th 
Armored Infantry -Battalion, leq X&pany: A, dismounted in the top and 
,pre@amd to a$sault the bridge-. - 

At IS?O; a captured German soldier reported that the ‘bridge was to 
be blown at MOO that day. This information, which appears to have 
be& tidely known, was substantia,ted by several citizetm-of .RBUGEN 
-(Fe4201 . 

1 
- 

2 ‘Statement of ,.Iit Co1 Zngemn, CO, 14th T%nk~ Wtalion. -. 
After 

3 .- 
Action :&pert, -14th Tank Fbtta&&n, Match .19X5, ,-page 12. 

-Stateknt!,of Ma j .Cect-I:~‘E. .Rober.ts, S-3, 114th Tank Battalion. 
"5 . Statement of I.& John .Grimball, 1st Platoon, Q A, 14th Tank RI. 

-titer Wtion Report , l74i& Tank Battalion:, Match 19I5,+ :age I.3. 
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In order: to evaluate .properly -the initial decision to establish a 
bridgehead over the :-RHINE and the subsequent decisions of higher 
commanders to exploit the operation, it’ is necessary to ‘Lnderstand, the 
plan of ‘, operation at the time. Ibe. mission- of the 9th Armored 
Division was to go .east to the- RHINE and then cut south and establish 
brgdqeheads over the ABR @WEB preparatory to continGing south for- .a 
linkup with the Third Army. Combat Command B, 9th Armored Division, 
was on The north and east flank of the division, charged with 
accomplishing the division mission within the zone, of .t@e combat 
COlTmSnd l lhe. task force oonmanded by Lieutenant Colonel Enqeinan Was, 
of cour%e , one of the striking forces of the comb& command.. No 
specific orders had been issued to anyone to Seize A RHINE bridge and 
attack to the east. .The, decision to cross the br idqe and to build up 
the bri@ehead required a comnand decision at each &he&--a: decision 
&ich.’ was not as ob&ous as it appears at first glance. It is 
probable that very few places along the whole stretch of ,.ee &NE 
were less suited for a large-scale river crossing. From a tactical 
standpoint, the REPlAG~, ~-BRIDGE was on the north shoulder of a shallow 
Sal i-ent. into’ ‘the enemy side of .the river. The ground ‘on .the east’ bank 
rose. precipitously from- .the river. and continued risir;lg through. .roqh 
tied. hills for 5,000, meters..,inland, The primary road net consisted 
of -a river road and two .tiuritain roads,. any of which 00~1~ be easily 
.b;loc@d., : From a supply’.and’ re%nforc&ent viez$@oin&, the bridge site 
was near, _ the southern, army bundary. Qnly one primary road’ran into 
F?@lAGEN f r&n the west ;.,,a* that. road did not. run alonj[, the n&r%@ axis 
of supgy. . Furthermore;.‘.ther$. ,~had been no build-up ofi- supplies~ at the 
crossing site in anticipation... of’ a cr.osslng at .that &int. _’ As 
previously stated, therefore, 
f i&t appears. 

the decision was not so otGoti.-as. it 
‘9% possibility of PuttiIsg: : a force across, the river 

oniy to have the bridge fall and .the’ force annihilated apj$oached the 
probable. A neqative dedis’ian .which would ,hav@ ignored the 
possibility of seizing the bridqe .while insurinq .the. accomplisbent of 
the assigned mission w&ld have been “easy. R&ably the most 
important ‘observation noted on the whole operation is that. each 
echelon -of command did somethinq positive, thereby demonstratirq not 
only a high degree of, initiati-ve but also -the flexibility o.f mind in 
annyders toward tiich ,a11 armies strive but which “they %c& rarely 
atta.in . 

At 1550, Company A, 27th Armor&l Infantry Battalion, rea%hq the 
-east bank of the river , closely followed by Co&anies B and C. ’ The 
crossings were made .mder sportiic fire from 2O-mm flas gtis and 
uncoordinated small-arms afire from both sides .of the river. The guns 
of Cxrrpany A, 14th Tank ~+tali-on,+%ove %he-.Genan ,de’fenders fr-crm the 

-bridqe road -surface -and from the -stone piers of the bridge. In 
.addi;tion.,-.-<the tanks .engaged- the Flak ,guns. on the -east ibank ..which were ^ _. 
1 
2 

‘After Action Report,. 14th Tank .Battalion, March 1995,. page 13. 
After+ion Bepcrt ,: -27thArmored~ infantry E?n, Nbrch .19!5, page 6. 

-: 
. 

3 



I  



- . .  
.  .  

At 1855, the bridgehead commander received orders J from Combat 
Conmand B tc secure the high ground around the bridgehead and to mine 
securely all roads leading into the bridgehead from the east. In 
addition, he was informed that the necessary troops required to 
perform this mission were on thelway and that the division wxild 
protect the rear of the task force. 

A .dismounted platoon fr-om Company D, i4th Tank Battalion, swept 
the area between the railrtiad and the woods on the hiqh ground west 
and south of mAGEN. This job, &ich ws ccnnpleted #at 204c, sil-enced 
the flak guns and drove out th3 

” engineers hwxking on the bridge. 
snipers who had been .harassing the 

Late in the evening American Air intercepted a German order 
di-recti-ng a heavy bombing attack on the -bridge to be made at 080109 
March:. Homver , the Bad weather prevented the German planes from 
getting off the ground.. 

During the night, the two roads leading into REMAGEN ‘from 
.BIPRESDORF on the west and SINZIG (657164) on the -south, as .well as 
the streets of the town, .,became clogged. with traffic; first. by mits 
of the combat ‘comnand- beirq hurriedly assembled, -and -later by 
reinforcements being rushed up by III Corps. The night was rainy and 
very dark, which necessitated gr.eat efforts from all concerned to keep 
traffic ,-mov~ing eat all. l’he :bridge- repairs, completed. by midnight, 
permitted one-way vehicular traffic . Company A of the 14th Tank 
Battalion, less its 90-mn platoon crossed successfull,y; and Company C, 
S-Y&h Tank Destroyer Battalion, followed. The leading tank .destroyer 
slipped -off the temporary runway on the bridge in the darkness and 
became wedged between two cross. members of. the structure., thereby 
‘halting ali vehicular tiaf fit .for a period of three .hours. By 080530 
March,. *&en the. tank destroyer was finally towed off the bridge, ‘tha 
traffi-c jam was ,impedirrg mvement as far back as BIRRESDDRF (580217).. 

Durirq -the next “24 hours, the following desiqnated units crossed 
the bridge : 

,080015 *arch 

Company A, 14th Tank -Battalion, less -one platoon, crossed -and set up a 
-road block at. (F642211) and one at (F656203) . 

3. 
2 After Action Report, 14th Tank- Battalion, March 1945, tie 13. 

After Action Report, 14th Tank Battalion, March 1945., page 14, , 
3 Statement of Major General Daonard. 
4 After Action Report, CCB, 9th Armored Division, March 1945, page 

10. 
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080200’-March 

S2d Armored,- In%!& Battalion, ~dZ.smount&, started across: the. .bridge. . 
me, -battalion established its.. -and pst at &WJEL (Ft;47207j-: at 0630 
and ,took :oy& the north half!, oE.. th& perimeter fr;am MEL (F’634224$.-“to 
(F6S2227). 

080700.. Yarch. 
‘. 

1st Battalion, .3lOth Infantry; crossed and Occupied the high gro&d 
south of ,the bridge aroind--.OCKENFEI;S (F673200.)’ ‘in order to deny‘the 
enemy use of the locality for observation on the, Ibridge; 

080715.Mar& 

14th :Tan%. Battalion c -l&s Company A, em&d and -went into Gotjile 
res&xe. 

I* Wriq. the remainder of the- :dq & 8 Rarch r- the 47.th Inf.antry, ,%h 
Infantry Divbi-on, crossed and- t-k: up’-defensive positions-to th&&ast 

' and northeast -or:: the 27th and: 5:2d. -Armor:& &f&&y Ba.ttai.5ofis :: q 
this tiinie ,. the bt:ixQehead was : abut; one’ mi&e deep-,and tim &les wide. 

-' 

tiring -&e tiiqht. -of 849. -Nar.ch:,- traffic ‘conjesti;on in mm 
becameL so b&: thtit. only’ one battal ioh of the .fiOlkh Infantry was, abXe-’ to L 
cross the r:iver . . One;, .cause. -of the. increased traffic d5kf %&tit;’ was 
the aytio&t continuouti artillery- fire f&&q on the bridge:--~ and 
bridgehead, : and the ai-r strikes : in- the- area,‘ ’ 

I 
1 ” 
2. After Action Report, 52d.Armored 1nfant.ry Battalion, pat+ ‘3. 
3 After Action. Report, 14th Tank Battalion, March 1945, page 15. 

4. 
After Action Report., m,,~.-*h-: titi&ed Div, Wrch 1%5, page 9.. 

5 After Action +Ieprt, Cm, 9th Armor& Div, March 19Q5, page 16, 

6 After,- PrJti*&i::Report ,- 9th; Armored ,Div, March “145, page .20-i ‘, 
Statanent of Lt John Grimball, C&p&i9 A; 14& Tank-. Ibtt~l~on: 
n . ..thc first romd of German artillery fired at the hridg~~came 
in on the morning of March S at ‘about 1030 or 1100 o*clock-.. I 
pqember *is very clearly..“. 

I - 
..: ‘1 
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The command of the bridgehead changed twice in 26 hours. At 
080001 March, the Comnahdirq General, Combat Comnard B, 9th Armored 
Division (General Doge) , assuned command ;of the forces east of the 
RHINE. During the night of 7-8 March,. he moved to -the east .bauk all 
command posts of mits having. troops across the river a so‘ that a 
coordinated fight could continue even if the bridge were-- bloti. At 
0 90235 Yarch, the (%mpmndirrg General, 9th .Infantry Div)ision (General 
Craig) ,. assmed comand of -the bridgehep forces; 
operation u-&i1 the breakout on 22 Narch. 

.  

. ,  

, .  

,.’ 

and directed the 

.  

’ Aftet4Wion 4&port, CCB,. 9th Armored Div, March.1 95, .pp .lO.-.& ll. 
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, NTxmr &&zd*p: a, a&wt of *e midg,&e&; 

By me- t-ime: t&e; m: Ifi&&y D&&&n asst;m&: ce; of &e 
~~idqehead:;. i-t f-& &me a- ma jar. eEEort. The activities Wch; then 
dcaminat&~ the scene were threefold-: (1)’ tie-. cl;os*in. pE&e&$on= of 
th@ bridge an& : the building oE add$tional cross%ngs; (2) the enlarg.ing~ 

. of, the, bridgehead; and (3). the reinforcing, ,&of the troops east of the 
mgJq$, In order to mderstand: correctly these probl.emS: and: ,their 
solution, it. i.s necessary to+ hark bac.R several days and- study the 
progressive situation. 

In the 9th Infantry Division zone the 47th Infantry Wqiment drove 
approximately three miles past BEMEBEBEIM. ,(F4135), a qah of- five 
miles... ‘Ihe 60th Innfantry attacked: through.;the 3 9th Infantry Beqiment 
and also advanced. approximately- five. miles to BUSCHEiOVEN (,F4631), 
*.ich was captured:. 

Division attacked: to the so&beast ear1.y in the mornirq, an& continuea 
‘the attack throuqh the day and niqht to advance- nine or. ten. miles-,. 
Althellgh Combat’ C&mnand A was: held. up for a nunber oft hours at- the 
cd ty of RHEINBHX (F4425) P it captured ‘that. place. durira$ the. late 
morninq and- by midnight had, ta.ken WITELHCNEN~ (FS2k9) and: BOLINCXN. 
,(F5319). Combat Command. B captur:& MIEC. (F423Q) and MOBEIW&!J 
(“F44304,, and by 1530 had entered! STAIX WXEtYBEIM (F4.95). ; 

The, 78th Infantry Divisi.on% 331th Infantry, which h& cram. the: 
corps southern boundary into ,the V Corps zone. in order to perform. 
reconnaissance and protect the. corps south. flank,. was rel.ieved early 
by elements of the V Corps and: attacked: to the east. The reg$ment 
advanced ~1p to five miles. to MERZBACK (F43221, ~CKENBERG- (,E4B22jR 
LOCH: cF4022) , and EICHEN (F.4216) . 

As a result. of the changes- of corps bomdar ies that had been 
directed: by Fir+t US Army durirq the night 5-6. March, the. direction of. 
attack was charqed to- the southeast, with tpmsequent changes in 
division boundar ies- and ab?ectives:. The 1st Infantry Division’s 
southern bcundar y was moved. south so that the. city of E$tXJN (F5437). 
fell within. the division zone, ati. the division was directed to seize 
BONN and cut- by fire the BRINE RIW bridqe at that place. ‘Ihe 
southern boundary of’ the 9th Infantry Division was also turned 
southeast SL) that the cities. of BAD GQDESBURG (F5 q32) and UWNESDORF 
(F6129) became its objectives, and the 9th Armored Division -was 
directed to sei-ze l?EMAGEN (F6420) and crossiw;s over the ABF& RIVER in 
the: vicinity of SINZIG (F6516), HEIMERSKEIM (,F6016;),, an& BAD NEUENWB 
(F5716). The 78th Infantry Division. was- ~directa- to seize crbssinqs 
over’ the At37 FhEX at AH&EILEB (F54-16): ‘and places t6 ~the-+~~t of 
ABWEILER (F5416), and wxs instructed ti. continue- to protect the III 

8. 



CZrps right flank. All divisions were’. directed to clear the- enemy 
fromthe west bank of the, RHINE RIVER in their respective. zones., and 
all artillery was directed that pozit or time fuses ‘only ~~11cl be used 
when firing on, RHINE RIVER bridges . 

IWing the night of 6-7 March, 9th Armored Division was directed 
to make its main effort toward the towns of RFPlACXN and HAD NEUENAHR, 
and ~3s informed that closing to. the RHINE RIVER at MEHLEM (F6129) was 
of secondary importance . 

By 190, ,First US Army, commanded by Lieutenant General Courtney 
J-I, Hodges, requested the Air Force not to bomb ei.ther ‘R0NN or HAD 
CZ!TXXSBmG. It ~3s aiso requested that ali the RHINE RIVER ..br idqes in 
II.1 ccrps zone be excluded frtiT bombing,, althoqh no objection was 
made ,. ti attacking ferry sites, pntoon bridges, boats; or barges ‘being 
used to ferry men and equipent across the RHINE RIVER. 

‘he III Cctrps command pst opened at Zl&XH (F2333) at 1200. : ~’ ’ 

7 March 1 !W 

Corps continued its rapid ,Tadvance -of the preceding ..day and.. drove 
from five to 12 miles along its entire’: front to seize the -railroad 
bridge across the RHINE RIVER at REMAGHN (F6420), .as. well ,as a. nu&er 
of cr.ossirqs~:oyer the AHR RIVER’. in the. vicinity of ,SINZIG’ (I?6561,- BAD 
NiWENAHR (F5716), HEIYERSHEIM (F6016)‘,, and AHFWEILER (E5426):,- .ckr -this 
day, enemy resistance appeared to collapse, and opposition was 
scattered with. no apparent .organized lines of defense. ‘The little 
resistance encountered- was confined to towns, where snal-1 groups 
defended :with small-arms fire; although at HEIMEXSHEIM and-‘ rBAD 
NEUENAHR the:, enemy defended stubbornly. 

At e’.14*fl, III,- Corps : was assigned a new -mission &en+& jor:General 
W. 8.. -K&n, Thief -of Staff, First w Army, visited the. -corps c-and 
post .at ZULPICH with instructions direct.ing the cxzps ,to- advance south 
aiong the west bank of the RHINE RIVER and e-ffect -a junction -with’ the 
Third US Army, which was driving north toward theRHINE ,-at ‘-a .mint 
only a :.few. miles south. of the III Corps right flank.. A message 
canceiling-- this mission was received : a t III Corps headquarters at 
approximately 1845 when -6riqadier General: .T, C, I)lorsen:, G-3, First .US 
W-my; ‘in .a telephone mes-e, directed that “C6rps,-,seize~cPossitrgs:‘-on 
the AHR RIVER, but do not move south of the road, KF~SSELING -(F4-909)- 
STAFPEL (F5109)-RAMERSR?UZH (5410)~KONICSFELD (F6011) , except on First 
US Army order .‘* A -second telephone call f ran Fi I st tJS Army at 
approximately 2015 informed III Corps. that- it had been .relieved -of its 
mission .to the Ruth, but .that the -III Corps -was to secure ..i&sbridges 
cwer the AIiR RIVER, \tJhere it wuld be -relieved as soon as possible by . 
elenents of the 2d Infantry Division (V. Corps) . 
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To: the. .south.,. in the zone of: the 79th:. In-f antry, Division,,. the- 3Q.9th. 
Infantry. Rqiment. a’ttac.ked through the 3llth, Infantry.- Riqiment,., and 
advanced from eight to ten. miles against light. resistance an& .sei.z& 
crossirqs- over the, AHR. RIVER.. 

Firs-t- mm. of the. $&zgE.:-.of- theF+&&pr u~iyd at &he EEL. mrps 
command: post at; +qzprox.imate.l~- 1.70‘0: when. %3onel. James- I$.,. : &%~.~J~,z 
Chief o;f Staff,,., i&&ve<l: a~ telephone call. fromColonel &r,ry J&r&n+ 
Chief- of- Staff.,: 9th Armored Division. al&e1 pRiIli;ps: & .%&ah&. 
that the. briae, was- taken intact, and was. asked: for instructions.- At 
this- , time, the;- mrps cam&er ws- a-, me- m post &‘,.mi 78th 
Inf antr.y I&is-ions,. and aZtho.ugh. F!i.rst U.S-- Army had; g&en.. no 
instructions regarding the-. capture-- of:: the- bridge, &&*I.: p&&.~.&)$j 
gave instructions for the- 9th. &nor&E Div2isZon (less CC& to:a@oit 
the bridgehead I as far- as’ ,’ possible:, -but to: hold SINZIG. cdonel 
PMll~ips then. relayed th’e information to Major General. MiIliken,. who. 
confirmed- these: instructions-’ and- imm&a.tely made plans to n&&rise 
the 47th Infantry Regiment (9th. Infantry Division} and dispatch &t to 
REMAGEN.’ - The ,311th Infantrq Ragiment of the 78th Infantry Divisian 
was alerted formovement to the, br.idgehead: 

_ 
III’ Corps was presented with the problem of making :-troops. 

avai labie for inmediate emplower& in. the ix idgehead . TTie greater 
parts -of all three divisions wxe erqxpdT ‘k. an &p&ent-,, mitsrw. 
to be: moved: to the- bridgehead--in. the- order in z&i&. they c&ldi~be~made. 
avaiiable... In order- to,. ach&re~ eE~ec.tive- control an&. ..u&y~:.:of. 
cxmand, it was decided to attach. a21 units initially, as they c.ros.sed 



the river, to Combat cbmmand B, 9th Armored Division, for securing the 
initial bridgehead. 

As a result, the 47th Infantry -Regiment, having been motorized, 
becasne attached to Combat Comnand B, 9th Armored Division, at 2100; 
and the 78th Infantry Division was instructed to have the CDmmanding 

_ Officer, 311th Infantry Regiment, with necessary staff officers, 
report’ to the Commanding General, 8th Armored -Division, The- 78th 
Infantry Division was told that III Corps muld furnish trticks to the 
regiment at 080100 -March, and that movement muld be upon call of the 
Comnand ing General, 9th Armored Division. 

First -Us Army, on being notified of the .day’s deyelqanents, : C&P 
firmed the- decision to exploit the bridqehead. A telephone call to 
III Corps from First Army at 2015 incltied the information that the 
7th Armored Division was attached to III Corps imnediately, for .use.& 
relie~inq. the 9th Infantry Division; that elements of the 2d Infantry 
Division (V Corps) ,muld relieve the.78th Infantry Division -and .CCA of 
the 9th &mgred Division as soon as possible; that a :new V-III Corps 
boundary was placed in~~:effect imnediately; and that First Army -was 
sending a 9-n antiai-rcraft battalion, -a treadway bri@geYmpany, and 
a DUKW -ccmpany <to III Corps. : . 

Major General F&hert W.. Hasbrouck, clommanding General,. 7th -Armored 
Division, was instructed to imnediately move one combat comnand, 
reinforced:’ by one battal.ion of infantry, to an area .~:.MIEL 
(F4230~~YORENKWEN (F4430) -BUSCHHovDI (F4631.) -DUNS~KOVEN (F4333) , 
here it. wx11d become attached temporarily to thk 9th InBantry 
Division. ‘In turn., the 9th Infantry Division was informed of these 
arrangements, and ws dir--ted that the. JNth Infantry, Regiment, after 
relief by:, :Ccxnbat, Comnand. A, 7th . . Armoretl Division, _ wxald, i becane 
attached ti the 9th Armored Division. 

Other considerations were the need for- artillery .suppert, the 
protection of the bridge against enemy air action and sabotage, the 
construct ion of additional br idg.es , and the problems of- signal 
ccmmnication. The signal plan .had. been. built. arbmd. an-. axis of 
advance to the south. and did not envisage :a need for extensive 
cumwni~ations in the FWIAGEN area. 

Ihrtillery plans also needed quick -revision. By 2230, one .4,5-inch 
gm hattaiion, one 155-mn gtn battalibn, and one &inch howitzer 
battalion were in positi-on , ready to deliver fire... Heavy interdiction 
fires aroti the bridgehead ware planned. 

-By:080300 March, -me .482d Antiaircraft Artillery Automatic &q%ns 
Battalion -had estiblished defense of the ,-bridge. &s+nce =s.given 
by.,First Army that. air--cover ,.muld be provided fran -any base.. an the 
-continent pr in the United ~irqdan froin which plqnes ,ere able- to 
have &he grorpld . ,, ., I 





Movement of the 7th Armored Division into the;.; zone‘ of the- 9th 
Infantry Division continued throughout the day; and 1 at ‘1235; Combat 
Command A had closed in the area and became attached to the 9th 
.Infantry Division. The 1st Battalion, 50th Infantry, had been 
assembled by afternoon and had crossed’ the river by e&rly morning of 9 
March. Combat Conmard B, 7th Armored Division, became attachti to the 
9th Infantry Division at 1100, and wx directed to mOve during the 
afternoon to relieve the 39th Infantry Fegiment. ” At. 1715; the 
Commanding General, .7th Armored Division, assvned command .‘of the zc)nei 
and ail 7th .Armored Division elements, plus those units c?f- the 9th 
Infantry Division remaining in the mne, passed to his control. 

: 
‘ihe anticipated attachment of the 99th Infantry Division made it 

doubly important that some agency be given the responsibility of 
staging and maving troops west- of the HFIINE. Consequently ; the 
Command-ing General, 9th Armored Division; was directed to continue: to 
performs this function. The Comnand irq Generals, ‘9th ,Infantry and 9th 
Armored Divisions, operated .as a team; -one furnishirq troo$s to the 
other as. called for. III Cdrps set up the priority for the- movements 
of troops’ :,available +st of the RHINE as rapidly a’s they could be 
disengaged, and establish& a tactical Coma&i post at RWGEN to (1) 
expedite information to corps; (2) give advice for solution of rising 
problens, (3) closely supervise etrjineer operations, and (4) supervise 
traf fit -and control roads. A traffic circulation plan was placed in 
ef’fect. In -which eastbound traf fit ,moved- on’ northerly roads, whid~ were 
not ,mder -enemy .observation, and wstbound traffic m&d on sciutherly 
routes ; ,Thus, loaded vehicles ran less risk of receiving artillery 
fir.e. ‘In order that . . br idge traffic. .~uld not be interrupted by 
westbound ambulance traffic , it was decided that casualties wxld be 
returned by LCVPs, WWs, and ferries, which wxei soon qlaced in 

.operat.ion.. 
. . 

Because. of. poor wa:tie.r conditions---the. day tis cold with rain and 
low -overcast-fighter-bombers were gr6unded and were .unable to -furnish 
cover.%protection for the bridge. Hci*ver , the enemy attem@ted ten 
t aids’ .over the bridge with ten a.ircraft.; eight of which were- Stukas. 
By afternoon, however, the -482d Antiaircraft Artillery Battalion had 
three- batteries at thebridge site with three platoons on the -east and 
three.-l,platoons on the wzst bank of. the river, bile‘ the 413th 
Antiaircraft Artillery ,Battalion ~(,B-mn) went into positions on the 
-west ;bank; :-and of -the tin:-attacking aircraft, eight were. shot down. 

Because. of the air .attacks arid the ar.tillery firei the erqineers 
‘at the bridge site requested that snake be employed, And. reguests were 
again:made. of,‘First US.Army ,for a smoke generator.’ unit. Eeca use, ,none 
-was-.-available at this time, however, snake,.pots were gathered :from all 
available ,sQurces. The9th Armored Group ,was ordered- to- furnish .CDL,s 
--(sear& lights mount&d on tanks) to-assist in protectirig .,the bridge 
against :f ltiating mines, swimmers ; riverboats, etc., and depth charges 
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(F632270) ; opposite HONNEF, and to prevent movement of enemy upstream 
toward the bridge sites. 

of the 78th ,Infantry Division, all but the 309th Infantry F&giment 
and elements- of the 310th Infantry Rgiment , attached to Combat 
&rrmand A, 9th Armored Division, had crossed the RHINE on 7 aml’ 8 
March. The 309th Infantry Regiment, having begun its movement across 
the river on 8 March, closed in the bridgehead late in the afternoon 
of 9 March, and at 0 930, elements. of the 2d Infantry Division were 
moving into position to relieve the 310th Infantry kgimentc-) in the 
AHR RIVER bridgeheads-. That relief was cunpleted at apy:oximately 
1600. By 100400 March, the 310th Infantry Rqiment had crossed 
completely, and the only elements of the ,78th Infantry Division 
remaining west of the RHINE at that time were the division artillery 
and spare parts. 

JZuring the morning the command post, 9th Infantry Division, opened 
at mPEL (F64720S) . The Comnarding General, 9th Infantry Divisioni 
was directed that elements of the 78th Infantry Division currently 
attached to the 9th Infantry Division wuld revert to control of. the 
Commanding General, 78th Infantry Division 
upon by the two division commanders, 

, at a time and place agreed 

78th Infantry Division 
and that the CormGndinq Geriei-al, 

, would assune control of the north sector of- 
the bridgehead . l?ie Commanding General, 9th Infantry’ Division, was 
instructed early in the morning to continue the attack and to seize 
line Whi.te. 

At 1015, the 99th Infantry Division, commanded by Major-&era1 
Walter E, Lauer , became attached to -III Corps, and. d&i&q ..the late 
afternoon..-the. division began to move -into an assembly area in the 
vicinity of STAM’ YECKENHEIM- (F4 !Z5) . By midnight, the 13 93d. and 3 94th 
Infantry Rqiments had closed in the area, and the 395th Infantry 
Regiment was en route. 

Instructions were issued directing : 
Division (- 

(1) that th$ 99th -Infantry 
artillery) ;- with the 535th Antiai-rcraft Artillery 

Battalion, the 629th Tank Destroyer Battalion, and the 786th mnk 
Battdlion attached, muld cro&s -the RHINE, conznencirq at 102030 March; 
(2) that~the division muld pass throqh elements of Combat @mmand B, 
9th. Armored :Division, and .attack to \ the south; and’ (3) that,. one 
infantry regiment (minus one battalion) was not-m be committed except 
on III’-Corps orders. This regiment , the 395th, .was it0 move ‘to an 
assembly area within .one hour’ s marching distance of the bridge, site i 
ad was to close there by the evenirq of 11 March. 

-Elements of the 9th Armored Division-, tiich ‘were holding its 
bridgehead across the AHR-RIVER, were directed: (1) to .-be prepar,ed to 
,moYem east of the :RHINE on III Corps orders; (2) to continue to- protect 
bridges -over -the ABR RIVQ?; and (3) to maintain contact’ .with -,the--.2d 
Infantry-Division (V Corps) on i$e corps south flank.. 
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The TIL Corps Egineer was directed to. assune control of. all 
errjineer activity at the bridge siti,, thus rel.ieving 9th: Armored 
Division wincers- of that responsibility. At the time.; tm ferries 
were- already in operation, ,and a thi.rd was nearing completion. 
Construction, had been started ,at 091030 Yarch-, on a treadway bridge at 
(-F648202) ,, and it was planned that a heavy pontoon bridge wuld be 
built *stream at (F674186) ,‘(KRIPP). A contact ti, a log bocm, and 
* net bean; designed to protect. the bridge. f ran water-borne objects, 
were- mder construction -stream from the bridge. 

Early in the day, then 16th Antiaircraft Artillery Group was 
directed to employ all antiaircraft artillery mits for the. protection 
of. the, bridge, and consequently the antiai-rcraft defense- of the bridge 
site was- stregthened by the arr-ival of tm additional battalions. 
The 109th Antiaircraft Artillery G~un. Battalion became operational on 
the west. bank of the WINE, and the 634th Mtiaircraft Artillery 
Autrsnatic Weapons-Battalion crossed and’ went into position on th& east 
bank.. 

l’hi. corps ccmmand past -‘open& ,at RHEINEJACR (F4425) at 1220. 

At the close of the day, the forces in. the bridgehead h&:j been 
stregthened’ by the arrival ,of. the 30!B Infantry Rudiment,: the 
remainder of the ,310th’ Infantry. Regiment;.: the:. .Oth Infantry -l&&ment; 
an& additional ,-antiaircra-f-t,:pot~tiorr::....~. ..‘I& antitank. defense: .of. the 
bridgehead hat% been ,bolstered by the. : .tank -destroyers. acccmpan@wJ the 
regZmenta1 -bat teams. ’ 

Although. no artillery-or. .,at ..best- an occasional .batter,y+-had: as 
yet. moved east of the RHINE, the artirllery :of the divisions,: as well 
as corps artillery, supported the. operation from pMtions.- on ,the west 
side.. : 

‘Ihe day we cold, with visibility restricted by a low overcasts 
which ccintanued throughout the. day. No: Zighter-ba&ers -.. f:leti in 
support of the bridgehead., but mediun bunbers flew several‘ missions, 

lu,March I9$!5 ‘ 

The., expansion of the bridgehead continued against stiffening 
resistance. Very heavy. resistance was Jo. encountered in the.‘: area 
northeast, of RRUCRRALE%N (F6522) I and strong points aich..dela$ed.- the 
advance:. :were encountered in the entire zone. Fire -fran snail. arms, 
,self-propelled weapons, mortars., and artillery was received. i 

. In the .nor&, the 311th ,Infentry Rqiment -attacked HmP(F64&) 
The ,30 9th ,-.Infantry Regiment,. in the northeast-~ portion of the~Lzorf$ 
ZOIB~ advanced sane ,200O -yards to the east after ,repulsi& one 
oomterattack, and in the center sector the 47th Infantry &c$imer& 
received sharp counterattacks which forced- a. slight withdrawal..’ The 



i 
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regiment,. assisted -by the 2d Battalion., 310th Infantry Weqiment, 
repulsed these counterattacks,’ however,. and during the aft-ernoon the 
.3d .Rat$al ion, ~310th Infantry Rag iment 1 follow& by the 5.2d Armored 
Ihfantry Battalion (attached to the 3JDth Infantry Regiment), attacked 
through t@e 47th Infantry'F&qiment ?ndAvacced up to 1000 yards..: 'Rx 
60th Infantry Regiment, in the southeast, attacked arid qain&l abut 
1500 ,yaFds, Corn&& CoIcunand’ B, 9th Armored Division (1st Battalion, 
-310th Infantry. Regiment, and 27th Armor@ Infantry Battalion), $lus 
lelements of the 601+ Infantry regiment, attacked south and- teached a 
point abwt 700 yards south of LlNZ (Fci713) , capturing NPlTNBEG 
(F6817) en route. 

The ,mvanent of the 9th Infantry -Division acrosstie ~MNE was 
cmpleted at 1825, 
bridqeheati, . . in 

when the 39th Infdntry wiment :closed. in the 
an assembly. area in the vicinity of. KV.JCHWuE;m 

(FG5?2): '-FF Comnatiinq General, 9th. Infantry Division, request& 
that. he ,be..:relieved of responsibility for the security of the railroad 
bridge ‘ati bridqing,operations at REWGEXU, and consequently the. 14th 
Qvalry Group .MS directerl to asstane that reswnsibil:ity, 3wmlc~ 
tions were issued directiw the- group to move to an assembly yprea in 
the &inity of STAIX MECKENHEIY fF4g5)-ARZmRF ($5423)-RINGEN 
(F'5419)-GE~DORF (F5021) on 11 March. 

The %th Infantry Division closed in its assembly-area west of. the 
RHINE early,..in @q -morr&q , ard at 1530 one: req imental combat team was 
dim@ by the corps to move into the br-idgehead, The I -3 93th Infantry 
Regiment ,beqan to cross the RHINE during the night, an& at 2100 tfhe 
corps.’ directed that the remaining QK-. infantry regiments plan- .to 
arrive,. at the bridge on. the following mornim. III Corps directed 
that ‘me 99th I f t n an ry ‘.Divi,sion plan to take over in the --southern 
,sector -of the bridgehead. 

'. 
111. 0x&: Artillery, reinforced by V and VII Corps Artillery, 

fir-+hFati Wetdiction +rrd counterbattery missions .durirrg ,the day. 
: 

., 11 March 1915.. 

?he attack to. enlarge the bridgehead progressed slowly -against 
c0nt~in~usAxbborn res&tance .’ Few qains ere made in the. north and 
central . sectors. YI!!M$ 393th Infantry .Regiment, Aich ha& completed 
.cro&sing” early in the mrning, .attacked. ti the south throlqh Gxnbat 
Comaid ,.B, .w Armored Division, and gained up to 3000 yards, 
captu@q ~&WBSUMF jF6816.) ‘1 and hRIENM)RF ..- (Mi814) . El;setiere :in &e 
bridqehcad I-. some. loca&. .objectives were taken and’ a -number ,of 
couiterattacks, supported by tanks, were repulsed. 

:$he : 394th -Infantryl Regiment, the first of the :~99th ‘Infantry 
Division. -.,mlits w ~me. in&~ .m bridgehead, cmplet@ fts crassing. 
early -In the morni~ ti became attached tq the 9th Infantry ,Division 
at 0730. At ‘0830,- the. As&stint Division conunairder~,i -99th Infantry 
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.DivQs'ion, opened an advanced .-and ,posttith the command pctst, 8th 
Infantry Division.. -By noontime, the 3sRd .Infantry Regiment-had closed 
east:of the,RHINE, 'Ihe 3Eth 'Infantry -I.iment moved out duri@ the 
early morning &urs to an assembly area in ,the vicinity of WDENDORF 
,(F6317), and at approximately 1230 its 1st Battalion had crossed the 
RHINE, to be follow&during the day by the, 2d and 3d Battalions. ‘I%e 
div-ision command pst opened at LINZ -(F6758), and at: 1480 the 
Commanding General, 99th Infantry Division, ,assuned cbntrol of the 
southern sector, at which' time he assuwdczmmd of the 393d and 
39&h Infantry Regiments, As the attack of the 393d and 384th 
Infantry Rqiments progressed to the south and southeast,: elements of 
Combat Comnand B, 9th Armored Division, were relieved in the line and 
began ti, assemble; preparatory to'going into III &rpsre&ve. Ihe 
27th &rmored Infantry Battalion assembled in the vicinity ~of -WKBL 
@!6322.): ; Ihe' lst .Battalion, 318th Infantry'Regiment, .was .detached 
from -Combat .Comnard B, 9th Armored Division; and reverted to control 
af the 9th Infantry Division at 1280. ,Gnnpany A, 656th Tank-:mstroyer . 
Battalion, -and: the 60th Armored Infantry :Battalion werea-ttached to 
Combat fkqnmand B, 9th Armored ,Di,wision, *@. -3-c&th I&&r;y- :J+JT+& 
was iattached to the 9th Infantry Division effective at 1200 and 
desggnated as ~bridgehead reserv&. 

The cOrraand,ing General; 78th Infantry Division, assuned control of 
the northernportion of the ,brGNehead at8:90Q, .and ,at-the Sane -time 
assumedccmtmand of the -3O-9th and 3111th Infantry -WgimeMs,- -both of 
which :were,,attacklng. The-‘310thInfantry -Regiment,'fioweverj:- remained 
&t&he& to the 9th Infantry Division, -ifi ,** mne $t 'ms. l-&wily ' 
,erqaged; The 39th .Inf&ntry Regliment, which was operati'q in the &ne 
of ;the-- 78th Infantry Division, became l-attached w that divition., 
-Effective .at IlOO, &npany~C,- 88th Chemical Battalion, was- at&&d -to 
the 39th Infantry Regiment. III Corps directed the- 78th Infantry 
Division units currently operating in the zone of ,the:9th Infantry 
Division, and 9th Infantry Division elements --o@erating %in bhe z&e of 
the-78.th--to be relieved ard returned to their resp&ctive divi&ons as 
soon ds operational conditions permitted. It MS directed that 
details of relief muld be agreed upon by the division comnanders 
cxwerned. : 

'Ihe 50th &mored Infantry 'Battalion, w&ii& had been attached& 
CombatCosmati:B; ,9th Armored Division, remained on a ~two4kur alert 
on the wst bank of the RBINE. 

?he 9th mfantry Division, having .turmd over mmtrol bf the 
'greater lportion of the briNehead -to the corm\arrding generals;of, the 
78th and 99th Infantry Divisions by l400, continued -itk~.opeti~t:i$ns 
-with the 47th and 60th Infantry Regiments plus the 310th -Infantry 
FBegiment of the 78th Infantry Division; -Combat -and Bi:%hlArmored 
Division, aM the 395th Infantry Regiment remained attached to the 9th 
Infantry Division. 



.  .  .J  .~ ,  

The artillery of both the 9th and 7th Armored Divisions fired in 
support of the bridgehead, ard the 7th Armored Division occupied the 
island in .the RHINE .at (F628270). C&I the east side, the 78th:Infantry 
Division discovered a highway bridge leading to ,the island at 
(F632270) and sent patrols to that island, Mereupon the 7th Armored 

Division was relieved of that mission. 

In the vicinity of the bridge sites, the enemy, made desperate 
attempts to knock out the railroad bridge and prevent operation of the 
treadway. lhe treadmy .WS‘ opened td traffic at 0700, but Wause of 
several damaged pontoons, was able to Ihandle only light -traf fit 
initially. -Artillery fire was heavy throughout the night of lo-11 
March .and the morning of 11 March. At approximately 0515, the 
railroad bridge ms plaqed in operation again after having been 
.temporarily closed because of danage frcmartillery fire. Althoqh it 
remained in operation throughout the day, the movement of traffic was 
hazardou% because of. heavy interdiction fires, Ixlrirrg the night of 11 
March, an enemy noncommission& officer with radio ms captured near 
the bridge. 

‘lhe heavy pontoon .bridg*e. at (F673186) (KRIPP) was. ready for 
operation at 1700, but was. damaged by an LCVP, and it ,was 2400 before 
the bridge ws reopened. It VES planned to divert traf fit to the 
bridge begin&q at 120500 March. The -WKW canpany and three ferry 
sites continued to be .emplo@. ‘Ihe .antiaircraft defenses of the 
bridges were strengthened dur ing the .-day. : The 134th -Antiaircraft’ 

-Artillery Qrn Battalion became operational on the trJe.st bank of the 
river ; Three batteries of the 376th Antiaircraft Artillery Autanatic 
Weapons Eattalion writ into position on the ~st side of the river and 
one on the.east. Heavy -concentrations were instrunental in breaking 
w’ Several G&man coWterattac.ks. 

The;. day. was cool with. intermittent, rain. 

12 March 195 

All thre divisions attacked to expand the bridgehead in the face 
of very qgtessive and determined enemy resistance. @position ws 
encountered fran tanks, I.infantry, self-propelled guns,,jand fire of all 
types.. A nunber of counterattacks wxe repulsed. In the north, the 
309th Infantry F&qiment was -forced to defend in positian, and the 
311th Infantry Fkgim@nt received’ W counterattacks. At 1200; the lst 
ibttalion, 310th Infantry Regiment, was detached fram the-9th Infantry 
Division &d reverted to control of the 78th Infantry Division. lhe 
battabn -was then attached to ti. 311th -fnfanhy Regiment, At 2300 
t& 60th Armored Infantry Battalion ms also attach@ to the 311th 
Infantry because of the strong :~enemy pressure in the. req imental zone. 
me 3 #h, fnfaritry Regiment (attached ti the 78th Jneantty Division) 
at-ked ,, but made :little ..progress . 

,, 
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In. : the central sec.tor., the 9th Infantry Division -made slow 
progress, although the 60th’. “Infantry-- Regiment attacked to the 
outski c ts ~of HARGARTEN (F7120) , where heavy fighting took place:. .. me 
31Qth, 1nf.antr.y Regiment (- 1st Battal‘ion) .I after reaching its 
objective, the high ground in the vicini-ty”of (Fci~$zlOj‘,- receivea a 
counterattack ati was forced to withdraw. 

In ,the muth, however, 
opposition initially. 

the 99th Infantry Division met lighter 
The 3 93d Infantry Regiment advanced up to ‘3000 

yards to capture GINSTERHARN (F7219) and. RGI’REEKREUZ. (F7218) . -(X the 
high ground north-of HONNINGEN, strong resistance consisting -primarily 
of self&propelled mapns -and s&l-arms fire was encountered. ‘ihe 
3.5th Infantry Regiment- renained in assembly -areas under operational 
control of the 9th Infantry Division -until 1800, at which time it came 
under III Cor.ps i control as corps reserve. 
attacked- -ward KALENBORN (F7024). 

lhe 39th Infantry. Regiment 
The zqged terrain ‘and determined 

defense ,-prevented the regiment fran~reachirq -its- -objective.. 

At 1800, &&at Command B, 9th Armored Division, was -detached from 
the 9th Infantry, Division and came under III Corps control. The 60th 
Armored Infantry .-Battalion-, upon closi;ng in the bridgehed atea at 
2300 ,.. was. attached to the 78th Infantry’ Division, &ere it b&me 
attached to. the 311th Infantry I&g iment . 

The 7th ‘&rmored ~Divisiom-Ardlery~, reinforced .by f’ires- from the 
division: tanks and attache& tank destroyers, fired in s@&rt .of tk 
78th Infantry- Division, while- the 9th .’ Armor* Divisian Artill&ry 
supported the o&rations of. the 99th. Inftintry- ‘Division; ;Up to &is 
point: ,in- the operations, the artillery- had been able to $upport -fh;e 
division’ operations from -St of the river- with excellent’ result&; And 
by remaini- west of the river had eased the re@up@y ~robleik. ‘. Qn 
this day, four field artillery battalions,, tm belonging to the, 9th 
Infantry Division and one each’. to the 78th zind the .99th”‘I&&ry 
Divisions, crossed the river; and a shedule tiich contemplated the 
crossing of six additional artillery, battalions was set up for .13 
Mar.ch . 

A mar-ked decrease in enemy artillery activity ms noted duri@, the 
night of 11-12 March ,and durirq- the followirrg day. _ ‘- ‘1 :. 

Iluring. the *riod ‘128600 -to 130600 March, the enemy incleased’his 
efforts to destroy ‘the bridges -by aer iaX assault; A. total.‘of ’ 58 raids 
were mede by 91’ planes, 26 of tiich wxk shot ~ddwn and eight .of ‘tiich 
were dhaged, .Y’. 

I. .I- 

lhe 14th Cwalry Group .asstaned ‘the .respo&ibiI%ty of guardtrq,4& 
bridge and conkrolling traf f iC hi the bridg irq area. : me;.: ,ll$t)j 
Battalion Fus-il-iers (Belgian), scheduled to ‘arrive in --the III- Wrps 
area on 13 March, was attiched to the 8th Ta& Destroyer -Groupf -which 
had heen charged with the responsibility of guarding rear areas-. 
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At 1315, the III Corps. command post moved from RHEINBACH (E’4425) 
to BAD WUENAHR .( F5715) . 

13 March 1%5 

Expansion of the bridgehead continued to be slow because of 
extremely -difficult terrain and stubborn and. aggressive- enemy 
resistance, which included several infantry counterattacks supported 
by armor. In the south-central sector the enemy emplow an estimated 
15 tanks, and in the northern area approximately 2100 artillery rounds 
were received. The terrain in this area consisted df steep slopes, 
heavily forested areas, ati a limited road net, which restricted gains 
to approximately two kilaneters. 

The. 78th Infantry Division’s 311th Infantry Regiment made the 
day’s greatest gains-approximately two kilaneters-after repulsing. a 
comterdttack of battalion strength. The 309th and 3 9th Infantry 
Regiments made scme ,progress, and by dusk the 39th Infantry’ Regiment 
had secured observation 6f the town of KALENBOFW (F7024). In the 
center of the III Corps zone, the 9th Infantry Division attacked along 
its entire front and made snail advances. ‘Ihe 60th Infantry Rqiment 
clear.ed ‘H&GARTEN (F7132&) and continued to advance toward ST 
KATHERINE~ (E7221) , but the 310th Infantry I&g iment (- 1st Battalion) , 
with the 52d Armored Infantry Battalion ,attached , met heavy resistance 
from tanks, mortars, and artillery .-and was mable to ‘take its 
objective. . ..~ - 

The. 99th Infantry Division- moved out early in the morning, with 
‘the 3-W Infantry Regiment attacking to- the east. At 1300, the 2d 
Battalion,” 35th Infantry Regiment, was released :from~ TIT Corps 
reserve and reverted to -d-ivision control’. At 1715,, III Corps was 
notified that the 393d Infantry Rqiment was being held back because 
of the fear of overextending ‘its lines. III Corps directed that the 
attack be pushed to &cure .the objective. The division was informed 
that an advance on the part of the 393d Infantry Regiment wuld assist 
the .advdnce of the 60th Infantry Rqiment (on its’! left) ‘and that 
she-old .the- need arise, the r+nainder~ of the 35th Infantry Regiment 
wuld be released from corps reserve and returned to the division. 
This was done at 1800, althoqh it was directed that one battalion be 
held in regimental reserve and not be committed except,-by authority of 
theicorps comander . 

iXlr ing the morning, prior to the release of the 3 5th Infantry 
zr&z co;ps reserve, both the 3Bth Infantry Regiment and 

, 9th Armored Division, ware directed to prepare 
counterattack plans for, employment in any portion of the corps zone. 
RMJ+S and assembly areas ere to be reconnoitered, and Combat, ‘-and 
B was -.further orde.red to be prepared for attachnent to any ‘infantry 
.division .through tiich it might .pass. 
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~Xn am. eQ;qr$ to- f ur.tha; pr qte$: ttr? hr.i,dq;e ag:a:ins.t;: enemy- 
wa:erborne &tack, V co+, corfmanded~ by P&j& Genera:L- C&&e: Rc; 
Heubner I: was in-ftirmed at 1700 t&-t it & Gita-1 to use ttie- &ost~ 
vigilance along: ,the river ti, prevent. enemy swimmers, mines:, boats; or 
midqet submarines from mov.inq downstr em. III Corps &isp.tched 
technical.. experts to the zone oE the 7th Rrmored Division.,. where 
construction of , a cable across the, river’ was .mder. kkly to. assist in 
convertirg that cable into torpedo- bout-.., Cne;:pla%toon- ( fo,ur CDh) f:mn 
&mpr~y. C, ~738th Tank Ba.ttal.~~n,. was attached.: to the 7th &raor.& 
Division, ard- the. division was instructed. to. maintain observat.i.onI and 
pr.otection on the river and txxm 2'8 hours -per_ day. 

‘Ihe two military br idqes rema&d in o+peration throqhout .tl$$.‘dey, 
but the railroad bridge MEIS cIosed in order to make permanent. r&irs 
necessitat@.- b.y :&he- d-age. caused by- the initial. attempt. to bl@,q the- 
bridge, and- sub+.querit, damage: caused hy-enqny- ar.til1er.y. f.ire;: &ykavy 
tra$ f’ic . %e- fer.r.y sites, DUKhb; ad. UXP~~~r,em&2d: in o*r,ati&& buti-. - 
three heavy pontoon, battalions were relieved. of. a$Aachme& to. -. III. 
Ci%.ps. over. the objection of. the.. carp;. errgineer I-- who re.quest&& thak the 
cor.ps &..pe.rm-itted to: retain. atl-. lease. one.. : 

‘At 2.30.0::,, the-. 9th Bf-antry Dia i sion req.uested,-l “‘aj~~~:f~~~~.~~~~~ 
ma&iq:&? -for. ‘its- o*.ratiowI. o& * Rgh&,. 0.f: -1:4-1’5. war,&&, a&j:-IIl: 
&qs; arr &p& TV; have. f&ur- l&bt+:. &&se** *j,- &je- mm&,, &, j&e:; Cj& 
Irrf&ntr:y-, Dis&sion. on the.. fcUo,tiq:. ~~rninq:+T . . .,: 

?he- enemy a@n- made ii. desperate~ bid; ,to knx.k o.ut; the:;- br.&esL.. . 
N:ipe.ty p;l.aees~. /mad-e. 4.7 r,a%ds, be,icve,en: : l.3.0:60:0 and:- 1~4Q6,fl:~: *arch . 
~enty+ix,. planes were des~tro@ and: nine: d&aag:@~.. Ehm..~ artillery 
activity~ conFin- lig:ht.,. but.. I:11 Corps ArtiXl.e~y~, ass&ted; by; VT a&: 
VXI.. Gxps,. Artfllery, fired heavy. co.untarbattezy.. pr,oqg,.y:.. 

. Ihe;. 400th &more& Fiel& AztiPIery &al&m and the 6&7’th ‘&&id 
?&ttUkr~y @tta&im were, relieved: of attac&nt. to i&e. *.. ,A&&eil- 
IX&ion- and::- w+r.e attached- to.. the: .9ttx and-. 9% fnfantr-y. &)$IIJ~-&& 
respecti.vely ; The 9th Armored -D&vision was dir&&d to reinforc.e,,the 
fires- of thg 99th Inf antr.y- Division... The- 7th Armored. Diiiisiqm~~s:. 
directed, toreinforce- the fir.es of’ the 78th Infantry -Division.. 

i ‘_ 
The flay. was: cool. and clear with good- &ibility. ‘. Six .missbons: 

were. flown in. close support of corps, and I?-38s flew- cor&uousT.. ‘cover 
over the. bridge :si tes . 

14.,March. 1!345 

The.. attack to expand the: bcidqehead continued ,. b& “p&Fess :,ms 
&.ain. siow:-‘because of sttibborn enemy r.esi~St+nce and ,ru&d t~main’. 
Alth+# -there ‘ms- ‘IX) appr.&ciable ~lessenhq of resf’&ande.;: qQ&gr: 
attacks were fewer in n*er ati snalier in s.ize than. dur:~i~~~.$h&~pzbst 
several. days; and-~ while: resistance in the n0r.t.h wzxs tjener.aXty3i~ht 
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during the first. part of the day, 
heavier during the afternoon. 

opposition became increasingly 
The central sector show&’ 6‘ marked 

decline in small-arms fire, 
par titularly heavy. 

although artillery and mortar fire ms 
In the south, progress was slowed by &at was 

described as moderate to heavy artillery fire. ,me counterat.tack-;by 
40 to 50 dismounted enemy was broken up by friendly artillery- fire. 

In- the zone of the 78th Infantry Division, the 35th Infantry 
Regiment attacked at 0630 with KALEMORN (F7024) as its: objective; : It 
was -planned ‘that upon seizing this objective, the regiment ‘~uld 
return to cont.rol of .the 9th Infantry Divi-sion. -me objectiqre was-not 
taken, and the regiment remained 
Div.ision throughout the day, 

attached to the.’ 78th -:Infantiry 
The attack of the 311th and 309th 

Infantry Regiments progressed slowly. ‘Ihe 309th Infantry Wgiment 
reached its .objectives (1st Battalion, the RJ near HIMBIZG -fF694281) ; 
2d Battalion, 
Battalion, 

high gromd muth of h. AGIDIENBERG ,(F6;912 !S) ; and -.3d 
RJ in the vicinity of ROTIWTZE (F700276) ) . The 3d 

Battalion was driven off, but resuned the attack to retake its 
objective after severe hand-to-had f ightirq. 

‘, 
In the -center, the 9th Infantry Division attacked toward NUTSCBEID 

(F7122) , LORSCHEID (F7221) I.-arid KZ+EtSQRN (F7024). AlthoughLORSCBEID 
was -.entered and ,sorne -ground was gained toward NOTSCBEID;. eitremely 
-sti.ff r.esist&nce, which- included tanks, rockets, and autanatlc’ weapons 
fire.‘, preented extensive. gains. The 52d Armored Infantry Battalion 
received bunterattacks during the afternoon by infantirv. supported’by 
approximate1 y ten @r&i. 1 ./ 

. . . 

In the &uth, the 99th Infantry Division attacked with the 3 93d 
Infantry. Regiment ard advance about l500 yards. At 1620,’ III ‘Corps 
-released the- -2d Battali,on, 35th Infantry F&giment, to division’ 
controi; The 2d Battalion,:3Bth Infantry Regimenti’began the relief 
of elements of the 3 S13d Infantry Regiment and continued the attack. 
At 1700, the 2d Battalion, 39M Infantry :Reg-iment, passed -to III-‘Corps 
reser-ve. ---Patrols from,;the 3 92th: Infantry F&g iment, whi’ch was situated 
on ,the high ground north of, jK3NNIWEX (F7012), entered’. the north edge 
.of -that-mm. 

-.%e 7,th. &mored Division completed -construction .of. a:. double cable 
-acroSs the RHINE. Combat Command B, ,9th,Armored Division, remain&in 
III’. Corps reserve, ati .the 89th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron 
continued. to maintain observation close., on the west bank of the RHINE. 

At 2200, information SIBS received that’ .First Us Army ws ending a 
barrage ‘balloon unit oft 25 ballons and 80 men to the ‘bridgehead area 
-to- --afford further protection -against attacks by aircraft. 

III. Corps Artillery continued to support .the operations, 
principally by firing cxxnterbattery programs, assisted, by V and VII 
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‘Coq3s , Art-iller:y, Three additional -f%eld .-artillery batt&lions of 
--div~ision ar,tillery -crossed -the river. 

I&&q the iday, information MS :receiv& from First ,&my-:*that--the 
1st -Infantry- I&v&ion (VII) wuld -cross..the river through. the ,‘IfI 
Corps zone commencing on 1'5 Ivlarch . Tt was decided that foot troops 
wxld be ferried across the river in LCWs~~while ather elements of .the 
division muld. cross. on the bridges and. ferries. First- Us Army 
further’ direct& ‘that at 161&M March, control of the .78kh ,%fantry 
Division wuld be,~, assumed . by .VII Corps, cdmmar&d by Ma jar General J. 
Lawton.: Co1 1 ins i At ,that time th&- boundary in the bridrjehead between 
.III and VII Corps muld hecme teffective. 

,Orders ‘-were issued to .the 78th Infantry Division -di.recting it’ to 
sel-ect Iassembly :areas far rtwo combat teams :of the .lst fnfantry 
Division, which -muXd be ,occupied on lS..and l-h-March~. _. 

15 ;Yarc!h 1.91.5 

As the attack continued and the 78th ,and 9th Infantry Div.isfons 
neared -tie. auttibahn , enemy .:reSiStance --in the.. ,centr al :.sector :continued 
:to. be stubborn ,: altbqh it --decreased i-s-what ,in the .nor.th .and ,south. ’ 
The., 78th Infantr.y.. ..Division &tacked- .‘earZy, <and its 31&h-, !;Xnfantry 
‘Rqiment .made; advances of, :up to -2000 ‘-ya-rds+; irhile the 139kh-'~.I~Em~~y. 
Regiment at e close of the -day-had &ivanced more -than lOOO..yards. to 
capture .SCEWEI~EUX~.( P7026)‘., --where it. .r.e&ved several counte.ratt&ks, 

‘Ihe ‘3’0 9th Infantry Xgiment -by the day’s .end- had advan&! :tis: .&thin. 
one-mile of the- autobahn, ard -had ,observatfan of that roti, 

The. 9th Infantry Division &eared- -NO!FSCHEID- and- .-LQR:!EtiEXD; 
altboqh the Gio.th and 47th Infantry Regiments enoom’tered -strong 
opposition thr.qughout the -day. Ttie enemy .strove bitterly tb -r-i& 
advances . to the autobahn, I employing tanks, -se1 fAproP;ell.&:~ :imponS.,. 
automatic weapms , and small-arms fire., In &e .z;One of ., *-. JJg@ 
Infantry Division, however ; the enemy showed signs of weakeni+@, i ati. 
the divisiofi made. good gains and ‘reached its ohjec.tides,. .“w 
(F7318) ard HUSSEIN (F7317) were clear.ed, and -advances & :more .than 
I.500 yards were. made. At 1200, the 2d fbttalion, 39Bd -Infantry 
Regiment, was -released by TIE Corps to division control, at$ the 3d 
Battalion, 3 5th .Infantry m Sment , became corps -reserve.;- : 1x1 ---.Oarps 
directed that the battalion-hemotorized ,and ‘moved to a .position from 
trJhich it. could :be readily employed. 

Ordered were received fran the first US Army. that the 7th Armored 
-Division. teas not to be employed :in :the bridgehead. Combat c-and R, 
9th Armored Divisia, raainti in c&+x3 r.esWve.. .m -, 1;4m ., .*&ry 
Group maintained defenses of the bridges,. and controlled traffic at 
:*e.--c&ssirrg sftw, 1 
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Both military bridges remained in operation throughout the day, 
and repair work was continued .on the rail-y br’idge, It WS 
determined that a sag of from &x inches to one foot had taken place, 
ard that extensive work muld have to be done before the bridge muld 
be ready for use. The ferries, DuI&Js, and LCWs continued to operate. 

EWmy air activity over the bridge- decreased sharply, -as only 
seven raids by 12 aircraft were reported between 1506UO and 160600 
March. Of the 12 planes ,’ two were destroyed and two. damaged. 
Supporting aircraft flew two missions for III Corps; -armed 
reconnaissance was conducted to the corps front, and P-38’s flew 
continuous over the bridge . 

rxlr ing -the day, the 26th Infantry Regiment , 1st Infantry Division 
(in1 Corps)‘, completed its crossirq, closiq in the bridgehead at 

about 1500, The r-egiment- moved. north, and it was ,$lanned .-that _ the 
18th Infantry Regiment muld .cross the river on 16 March. 

.First US Army issued a Letter of Instruction, dated 15..-March, 
which established a new boundary between III..-and! VII Corps and 

-designated three objectives: the initial obj,ective;. initial 
br.idgehead; and .f inal bridgehead . III Corps was directed tocontinue 
‘the attack to secure the initial bridgehead, but no -advance -s-to be 
made-: past that- point ‘except on First US Army order 6 The boundary 
between III and VII Corps was to becae effective at 161200 March; .at 
which time control of the 78th Infantry Division’ was to pass to VII 
Corps; i .‘ F 

.As a ‘result of --these instructions issued by First AlS. &my, III 
CorpS” pubiished Operations Directive. No. 16, which confirmed 
-f racjmentar y orders alretiy Lssued , announced the new bomdar ies and 
objectives;.-and directed a continuation -of. the attack’ to secure : the 
initial objective. It contained .--these :--&ditio& in&ructions:-. (1) 
The 60th. ,-red Infantry Battalion wuld be detached from the 78th 
Infantry Division effective -161800 lularch and muld revert ti the 
control .of - Ckmbat Comnand BI 9th Amored Division, in -corps .resex!ve; 
(2) Tompany B, 90th Xhemical .Dattalion, was relieved of ~ attactxnent: to 
the 78.th Infantry Division and ‘was attached to the 9th Infantry 
Division; (3) the 170th Field Artillery Battalion (1551nn Howitzer) 
was. attached to .the ~99thInfantry Division, effective 16 M&h; and 
(4) the 7th and 9th Armored : Divisions wmld continue their present 
missions. 

15 Yarch 1945 

AlthorrJh enemy resistance continued stubborn :in the . central 
sector., where ;he resisted ..,,bitter.ly. the -advance to .cut I the.,autobahn, 
lighter resistance in the south permitted the 99th Infantry DiViSiOn?S 
-3s.d Infantry &giment to;’ advance. 9oiIle 4000 yards toi W WEID. RIWL 
:* 394th :mfantry Regiment advanced approx-imately 2000. yards “to the 
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villages and towns as strong points. In the 99th Infantry Division 
zons, bitter house-t~house fighting took place in HCXWINW (F7014) , 
but elsehere only small groups ware encountered in towns and in 
isolated strong points. 

‘Ihe 99th Infantry Division attacked to the south, and .both the 
393d and 394th Infantry Regiments moved up rapidly, advancing 2000 and 
3000 yards respectively. The 393d Infantry Regiment on its left 
secured the high ground inmediately west of the WEID RWEFl, bile on 
its right it seized SOISCHEID (F7613). .Elements of the 391th Infantry 
Regiment were erqaged in house-to-house fighting in HONNIYGEN until 
midafternoon. Other elenrents drove south to take hills at (F753135) 
and (F716119). lhe 18th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron was attached 
ti. the 99th Infantry Division in anticipation of a further movement 
SOUth, 

I)ue to the success of the attack in .the zone, ati the desire to 
secure the ccxnnanding terrain along the general line EKKSCHEID (F7613) 
ROCNENFELD (F75ll)-HAMMJiiRSTEIN (F7209), permission was reguested for 
that objective. It was also suggested to First US Army that it wuld 
be desirable to secure the high gromd in the vicinity of RAIMS 
(F7721) . First US Army approved, arid on the following day,, 18 March, 
instructions w?re issued tiich called for a limited objective attack 
I3 the south. 

‘Ihe 9th Infantry Division advanced from 1000 to 2000 yards to the 
east, cuttirq the autobahn at (F732372) . S’IRODi’ was captured, but the 
high ground ti its east, although frequently assault&, was only 
partially occupied. VETll3L!XHC6S (F7224) was cleared during the 
night. As there was evidence of a pending counterattack in that 
vicinity, it was requested by the division that the 52d Armored 
Infantry Battalion remain mder control of the 9th Infantry Division 
mtil the situation cleared \p. Permission was granted. 

‘Ihe enemy attempted ti destroy the bridges with tm as yzt mused 
devices : Four swimner, saboteurs towing explosives tried to reach the 
bridges but wre either killer or captured; and Y ebmbs” made their 
appearance, six falling in the vicinity of .the bridges. ‘Ihe 32d 
Cavalry Reconnaissance Squaclron continued its mission of protecting 
the-bridges. 

Disaster cwertook the sorely abused rail-y bridge at approxi- 
mately 1500, when, with K) warnirrg, it buckled and collapsed, carrying 
with it a nunber of engineer troops ti had been makiq- repairs. in an 
attempt tn put it back- in operation. 

In the mornirrg, Cambat Gumand B, 9th Armor@ Division, was 
directed to assemble in the general area GLEWGRG (F6721)UXENFELS 
(F$72O)-LINZ (F6718) (exchsive)-DATI’EIBWG (F6817), and to revert ti 
the control of the 9th Armored .Division effective. 172400 March. ‘Ihe . 
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'60th ,-"&~QE&, 'Ib&&rzy :&.t-&ion., p;l-~. & '~nk.,:,qj~a~~--$#-&ch $w L&en 
~.atta&wd :to :the ‘78th Infantry. :Divi~s%on ,. xeturne;d to .&he .control :.oZ ,-the 
!3th Armdred ,lXvPsi0n .duriq- ,the ,@ay. The -52d.. Armor.4 .:InEantr y 
Battalion was [ordered to revert to the 9th Armorti .:Division as- soon as 
operational conditions perMitted. The 9th Armored Division ws 
%nstru&ed .ti 1.prepar.e -plans .for, the .em~lo~yment .of Cc&at. Corvmati B -in 
.any.sector .of if11 Cbrp zone east ,of the :EHINEL 

.I11 ‘Corps Art.illery supported corps Loperations by a ,heavy 
cor;nterbattery pr.oqram, lorry-range interdiction and harassinq fires, 
ard- heavy dlose support fires- -upon call-- of the divisions. .On :this ’ 
-day, rvbj.or Gerieral aames’ A. Van Fleet assuned~Lx&wuid of .I11 ~‘~~rps., 

‘: 
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StMMAd OF OPERATIONS 

Of the many highly siqnificant and critical operations ,which the 
European meater produced after the Allied landings on the Normandy 
Beaches, the seizure by the 9th Armored Division (comnatied by Major 
General John W. Uonard) of the LUJJENDORF BRIDGE ranks secondto none. 
Climaxin$ a swift advance across the COLOGNE PtiIN, the capture of the 
bridge had a profomd influence on the conduct 6f the war east of the 
RHINE, and may be said to be- one of the qreatest single contributing 
factors to the subsequent. early succeSses of the Allied Forces. By 
its surprise crossing of the WINE, the great water. barrier, the ‘First 
US Army secured a foothold on the eastern bank of the jUiINE tiich not 
only drew enemy troops f ram the front of Ninth US Army, but served as 
a springboard for the attack, on the heartland of Germany. It mdoubt- 
edly made -the crossing by the Third Army easier, ‘and contributed to 
the success of M6ntqcmeryNs drive to the north. Consequently, this 
one incident. not only overshadow& other First Army activities, but 
dictated .-the Course of its operations subsequent to 7 March ., Prior to 
that date, tiits of the First -US Army had advanced rapidly across the 
CCWGNE E%?kIN, initially -expecting to drive east to. ‘the R&NE, and 
then later to turn south ard effect a junction with thei %kira US Army. 
7his latt+ plan wx~ upset by, the capture of the bridge, and : the 
second phase of the .operations+he slow ‘strugqle to secure and- expand 
a bridgehead-was beqti. 1 

I 
The main problem at this time, therefore, ms the’ establishment 

ard tipapsion of a briweliead. It ~uldi have been desirable to’,comnit 
a can#+e .irifantry divisions in the bridgehead, but no such division 
was dvaiZable , -ati the situation permitted, no delay in movinq : troops 
acrok5 the ‘-river. Canseqtientiy, units FRre ordered across as--rapidly 
as they -@ould- be -disengaged; ‘and by 9 ‘March, a total of .17 battalions 
of “infantry; with sup@orting weapons, -had been moved to the far side. 
First ,US, Army and III‘ ~Corps Artillery ‘tias &placed -to suppott~ the 
battalions in this mission, while artillery from V and VII U3rps also 
fired “in :support of, the br idgeheti operati6ns. : 

-There are no figures available on the anomt- of traffic &ich 
poured -aver ,the railroad -‘bri&e initially; but during the 124ay 
period, 1628 March, a total of 58,26Z..vehicles croyed bver all. three 
pontoon bridges, or:‘ an average of 4,855 per day. ?he trmendws 
am&r&s of traffic funneling over, one road ‘into the bridge area, 
espec-iall’y --during the initial- staqe- of’ the opkation when- tinemy 

‘art.&llery -was interdicting the.bridge; ~’ approaches, and roads, were _.. 

1 . 
Figures ,taken from III Corps After ?Wion &port (smmarg .:of 
operations) . 

29 



bound ti cause ‘a certain anomt. of congestion despite the most rigid 
traffic control. Initially the 9th Armored Division controlled 
traff i-c:, . . and later. the 14th Cavalry Group \rl~~s used.. A corps traffic 
headquarters was established- at FUWAGEN, which regulated .the flow-,of 
vehicles .over $he bridges. as the direction of traffic-,- weight ‘. of 
vehicles, or condition of. the. Bridges warranted; and because- road 
discipline was I initially poor,,. a traffic control post’. ws-- establ.ished 
at @LspoRF,. nine ,miles west of. RDEKEN. Here traffic .was. halted and 
proper -distance, between vehicles estebl,Jshed. Five .other contra1 
posts insured; the ma-intenance of that- dist&ce, and--not only 
congestion but ;,aPso casualties resulting from interdict&g fire ere 
g:reatly reduced: 

W other : problems, closely relat& t ._ demanded i&w&&e a@ 
cont&nuous .attedCon: .(l) the security of the bridge and .(2). the need 
for supplementary~ bridges _ and means of transport across-~- the:-- river. . . it 
was knox+ that .the: enemy wuld.., enplo,y. every means available&e attmpt - 
to destroy ,the . ,bridge, and; the. steps taken to ficgstrate-:his efforts 
have.. been. call@!4 the most thorough and complete of their k$,& wer _ 
established ; Wi.thin a few ‘-days time,,. .a-~.totaJ of. .nine. -ar&a8&raft 
aut;anatic- wea:pons battalions- and four antiaircraft gun .battal.i,ons -wxe 
a-placed .for -prot&tion 05: the- :bridge~ site-one of thegreatest r .i.f. 
not the. greatest, conc.en;trat:ioa. ,o:f. an-t-i-aixcraf t artJ.lJ.;er~ .-ever-- 

_ assembled. in +m, snail -.an area.. Barrage balloons wren .bro.qht.:jj+and 
continuous air cover was flown over the bridge. Contact,, log,. .an& net 
booms :wer.e constrxxzted across the river ‘ti.- ~.intetcept..:., .*.terGborne 
objeqts; ‘depth charges were-.,dropped. -at an ..averqe of I2 -*r-hour :,each . .‘. 
night .,to: d3scourqe wderwater timers .and su&uarines; -radar :,ms . 
empJoyed to, de-tect underwater c.raft ; r.iver patrols ,-were ma&&aine$; 
$&r-e. pa.trols wre Y on the alert. 24. hours. per day; at:. night:, ‘pom.rful 
lights:: &U~&+ed~. theI surface of. the-~ r-iver while. high: v&~&g;.~gm~ 
were: trained .on ---all- objects-.-,floatin$ .,.domstre.am; -@n&on. ‘i &s : 

. effected between adjacent corps,. who .-wer.e.,,,assisted by- r5szer: .ar&sbore- : 
patrols. mat these precautions p1oved. their wr’th i-s --+&@nced. : by 
the failure of -the many’enemy air .attacks to. destroy the-~~brSd$es.:Larxj~ 
by the -failure of enemy saboteur swimmers to accompTiSh their 
missions,~ When,,the. railroad:: bridge ,final&y col&ps&,. it.r.ti&..-&ready 1 
served ,.i.ts prkmary pl;lr-pose , and: had- survived the most desperate 
attempts.: to. destroy i.t . 

.: 
.:me construction of -the,..treadway ,brid.ge--the first, tac.tical:.,.br:idqe 

to:. be thrown across the WINE.. since Napol-eon! s: day-es. beg&: tw..:da,ys 
after the seizure of the rail-road bridge, whiie the br-idge.. -‘site.;. wq 
tier heavy a@. continuous .artillery fire and ai? attaizk. I iXJHr&, 
~2~s; and ferries were qxd to awent the .bridges; and beEore;..the 

: &AI- BRIDGE collapsed, 
bridges' vm-e ih operation;. 

both the heavy pontoon and tread-y 
so. that ~the l&s- did not. af’&ct’!‘tr.oop. or ’ 

supply. movements. 
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For the first 18 days, the expansion of the bridgehead was 
relatively slow, with advances made on foot and measured in terms of 
yards and feet. It has been ‘said that no poorer place: could have been 
selected for a crossing; the mountainous country not only restricted 
the use of armor, but it- was extremely difficult for : the infantry to 
assault. The rugged, forested hills gave the enemy good observation, 
and formed a natural fortress tiich he used skillfully. Although his 
forces were weak initially, the arrival of several divisions, 
beginning with ‘the .llth Panzer Division on 9 March, enabled him IX 
car-duct an aggressive defense in which nunerous and determined 
counterattacks played a large part. (It is interesting to note that 
it was the intention of the 11th Panzer Division to cross the HHINE at 
BONN and attack south .on .the west of the river .) 1,t ,-was not mtil 
many days of hard ,fightirq had driven the enemy across the autobahn 
that the 3d, .?th, and ,9.th Armored Divisions were able to break through 
to make the spectacular advances of the last days of the month. 

NCYI’E : Caesar made his first RHINE crossing in 55 B. C; in the 
vicinity of ANDEHNACH. Two thousand years later, in 1945, the 
American crossing was made 12 miles north pf the Roman, bridge site. 
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.' APPENDIX, I-DETAILED UNIT DIS&QSI-:TEoNS 

(Major General John W. Leonard) 

_ 27th Armored Infantry Battalion 

[See Seizure of the Bridge, section I..) 

CMqmnies- A and C cleared WPEL (F647-207). while,&mpany B-dug in 
on the high-grouml~ north of the bridge at ('F654205). 

8 March- 1945 

9'IPI l4FMm. DXVXSION - 

271th Armoxed---Infantry Battalion 

Tk 27h. Armored Infantry Battalion assisted the 52d -Armored 
Infantry Battalion in clear@ UNKEL.(F634224-) of the eneny, a& then, 
went into reserve- in WKEL. 
52d Armored Lnfatitry Battalion 

The. 52d .Armor-ed Infantry Battalion crossed the: &INE at 0330, 
cleared UNaL (F634224) of scattered unorganized -11 Geman ln+ts; 
and ocXupi& 'pxitions on the.high.ground north an&east of town.;' 
14th Tank Battalion3 

Company A crossed the RHINE at 0015 and set up road blocks. Ttie 
rest of the battalion crossed at 0715. -Attacbnents were nmde as 
follows:. 

Platoon of ciompany 'A with a platoon of Company B to 2d Battalion-, 
313th Infantry, attacking LINZ (F6718). 

1 ’ 
2 Interview with Lt Co1 Egeman, CO, 14th Tank Battalion. 

After &tion Report, 27th Armored Infantry Battalion, Mrch l&.5-, 
3 page 6. 

After Action Report, 52d Armored Infantry Battalilon, arch. 1945, 
EMge 3. 
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Company C to 3d Battalion, 311th Infantry. . . 
Platoon of Canpany D to the 52d Amored Infantry Battalion. 

Troop C, 89th Cavalry Reconnaissance Battalion1 

Crossed the RHINE at 0700 and moved to ERPEL. The troop w&s 
attached to the 52d Armored Infantry Battalion and placed in reserve. 
Company C, 656th Tank Destroyer Battalion -(- 1st Platoon)2 .. 

Crossed the RHINE at 0600 and set up road blocks. '_ .- 
1st Platoon crossed at 1300 ard set up a road block. 

Company B, 9th Armored Engineer.Battalion3 
.. 

Guarded tunnel. - Repaired the LUDENIXXk BRIDGE and its approaches. 

9TH INFANTRY DIVISION 

(Major General buis A. Craig) 

47th Infantrp Regiment 
: .~ 

The 1st'~Battalion crossed -theRRINE shortly after- 8930 and pro- 
ceeded directly to ORSBERG (F65321?), -where one cqpany relieved the 
27th Armored Infantry Battalion. 'Ihe remainder of the battalion tQen 
continued qn an3 occupied positions north of BRUCHHAUSEN (F658226). 

"Fe-' 2d Battalion.. crossed the .FUjI%. at 0515, cleaned CRSBERG 
(F653217); .ard captured .BRUCRkFLUSEN‘ (F658226) late iir' the agternoon. 
Ibe battalion repulsed tti strong mmterattacks before dark; 

1 ~ 
2 --After- Action &port;89h Cavalry ,Reconnaissance..&ttalion, 

-$i@r -Action &port, 656th Tank Destroyer Battalion. 
i Aft& A&ion F&port, 9th Aimor& Fngineer Battalion. 

Interv+w with Lt .Col~ Janes ED. Allgood; CO, %t Battal%on( 47th 
‘Infantry,. 2 May 1935. 5 Interview -with Capt Uaniel Dmqan, .&tirq CO, 3. l@ttal-iori, 47th 
.Infan&y, lo-18 Piarch 1945, on’.3 May 1945. 
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1 Interview-with.Ma$' R. L.-.Inzer-,. &c&iv& Officer, 3d: @attrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrtrt, ., 
37.th bfantr-y&. on. 4 May 19+,. .'. 

2: 
_ 

Inteyview.with M&j N. J. Hennen, S-3, 60th 'Infantry, 9th D&&ion, 

3 on: I2 April $?$F. 
After Ar=tion Report,. &&at C%ng-qti.B,::.&h Abpored Di‘vi$i?r&' 

I . 

March 1945, page 10; 
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.9 March 1945' 

~ 9THARMDREDDIVISIDN 

(Major General John y. Leonard) 

27th Armored Infantry Battalion 

The battalion continued in bridgehead reserve in IJNiSEL (F63&224);’ 
52d Armored Infantry-Battalion 

The .battalion marched to KASBACH (F664204) to fill the gap bet&en 
the.2d.and 3d Battalions of the 47th Infantry in the vicinity of that 
town. 

9TH INF+TRY DIVISION 

.(MajorGeneral Xouis -A. Craig) 

The Commanding General, 9th Infantry Division,,.as+uned command of. 
the bridgepead at -0235 after .establishirq his c&nnxid‘post in~ERpEI, 
(F64-7297)-i -_ ., 
47th Infantry Regiment 

“  fi The ist -Battalion attacked (at 0400) to the northeast to-se&z F&J 
659235 just north of*ST MARIENBERG (F657231). The. attacking company 
reached the edge of the wxds at 0600,. At 0610, it ran into a 
two-bat&l-ion counter&tack which cut off the compny until dark. The 
rest of th$ battalion held its ~psitions:nor.th and. w&z of BRlJCHHAUSEN- 
(F6582-26:; o ,, 

The 2d battalion attacked to- the northeast on the morning of 9 
Piirchti but, hitting the sane counterattack that .struck the..lst 
Battalion, it 
fighting -was 

withdrew to BRUCHHAUS~N (F6582265, where hand-to-hand 
nekessary to repulse t?~e- enemy. : The 3d'-"Battalion 

attackep 
1 Aftor Action Report;2‘7th Armored Infantry Battalion; -March 1945, 
2 J=F 6. 

After Action Report, 52d-Armored Infantry Battalion;Na‘ich 1945, .I 
3 page4; 
4 After Action Report, 9th Infantry Division,, March 1945, ,p&ge 8. 

Interview with Lt -Co1 James D. Allgood, CO, 1st Battalion, -47th 
5 Infantry, on 2 May.1945. 

Interview with Ca@t Daniel Ixlncan, kting CO; 2d Battalion, 47.th 
-Infantry, IO-18 March 1945, ‘;on 3 May 1945. 

: 
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clearing the town by 0730.1 - At 1230 the battalidn contim@ its 
attack to take the roa’d net in the vicinity of ‘CMRERL (F687216.) and 
the. few houses in tie town. The batmUon &ached tie approaches to 
the bwn., where it was pin@ down by 20*, machine=q& ati. ‘tank 
fire. Upon orders from regimbt, the u?it held its positions on the 
open slopes southwest of $own during the night, suffering numerous 
casualties in tie process. 
6OthJnfantry Regiment 

The 60th Infantry (- 1st Battalion) crossed. the WI=., a$ .0690 and 
went in- an assembly area east of the RHINE at LINZ, (F678187) . The 
1st Bdtt&Con at&eked . through- light yjrol;md re&st,ance- a+ heavy. b 
medim artill’erv fire at (F6921993 ,p&re. mhe.lbattalion was stqp&3 by 
a Wll-defended emmy strorq pint, 

(Major Generti% -Mwin .P.: -E!mker~) 

The 309th. Infantry closed in its assembly area east .of &e ‘mm 
at 152~~ - 

l+ _ Is&-. Batt#ion relieved tie 2d Battalion, 47.Eh Infantr,y:, _. 9ti 
Xv&ion, .-in~BRKXj.EWS~ (F658226) duriw:- the night &f. 9-10 Mairctr;d - - 

” 
he, 2i’ Battalio&attacked -&St on. &’ r%ght (south)....of’ tbeY1.Ut. 

RattaZ&on-. ad, reached the high -$ro.uM. in the vicinity o)f (F6672?3) 
beyond BRUCH?WEW (F658226). . Reavy ,moryr, .ti artillery fI;-re I-cauqd 
the battalion to pull back inti the tom. 

. . : 

1 ‘k ‘Ibe ‘&fter &ion Report, 9.th’ -Infantry “Division,.’ for 9 March, ‘1645. 
states :tict .Me. redstance .in C#&E&#FG- ~[F677212). was &t&&m% 

~ raand heavy. 
_. : _ 

When this .. inf0rma.t ion was :tintioned bo - Ma j. W&y-j : ‘he 
questioned Capt. Elrazieq,. :t+ company. cdlllilltier of mpny., L, a and % 
1st &t Ernest tiith, the executive officer of. mpany I, .I who .bth 
corro~rated.Haj Inzer!s statment, <which is .given a&we,. ~.I’ 
Interview with-Maj’ N. J. Hennen, S&3, 60th Infantry, 9th Division, 
on I2 April ‘1945, l 

_ 
Mter .Acti-on &port, 78th Infantry- Division,’ March 1945, pages 11, 
12. . 
Interview, wi@ Capt:. mniel. -Rmcan,.~~Ac~~rq C0,Y4>’ 2d E3&taliOn, : .47th 
Infantry, lCH8 March 1945, -on 3 May ,194s.. . 

: 
After Action -Report, 78th Infantry Division,‘March 1945, Me 12.. 
After Jktion Report, 27th Armored Infantry Battalion, March 1945, 
page 6.. 
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The 3d Battalipn assembled in the vicinity of ~ (F646224) -after 
crossing the RHINE. 

310th Infantry Regiment' 

" The 1st Battalion-cleared LINZ (F678187) of' isolated -pockets of' 
resistancela* then went into defensive positions in the vicinity of 
(F682195). 

311th Infantry Regiment 

The 1st Battalion attacked HONNEF (F640275) and encountered 
,extremely heavy ,resistance frcm a -deteni,ned enemy who defended his 
positions with automatio weapons, 
.in well-disposed strong points. 

small arms, and mortar fire enployed 
At sunset the battalion consolidated 

.the -positions after capturing the south half of the city, 'I&defense 
,of lHoNNEF.:on this -day, was the mTt determined anl skillf&that had 
been encountered.up to that time. 

The 2d Battalion attacked to clean out the .area south of 
F&INf3RWMWK (F643244) ,ard east of SC&WFGN (F637232j. This mission 
was accomplished against weak resistance, and the’ battalion was 
-relieved- by elements .:of- the 309th -Infantry, at .which. time the 2d 
Battalibn, 311th Infantry, became the regimental reserve, 

The 3d Battalion .attackd. to seize RHEINBF?EXTBACK,(F643244)~, and 
!X?E&EN (F637232). The resistance in t@e tm tDws;wa& very light, 
--anJ by 1430 -both -towns had ,been secured. 

10 March 1945 

-9TEl ARM6REiD DIVISION . 

(I+jor General John $#. Leonard) ,. 

27thAnnored Infantry ‘Battalion . .._.. 
The 27th -Armored Infantry Battalion moved froan UNKF,L (F634224) 

.D?YITENBEF~G (%686174) and -relieved the l&t ..Battalion, 310th Infantry. 
f" 

: 

1 After Action Report-, 78th Infantry Division, March 1945, -pages 11, 
12. . 

.: After ktion Report.; 98th Infantry Division, Mrch .1945, page 12. 
,After Action Report, .27th Amored Infantry Battalion, March- 1945, 
-page6. 

? 
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60th Infantry Regiment 

The 1st battalion ,captured the strong puipt of; ,( F69828.4) -,and 
reorganized preparatory to .continuing the attack. ! 

The 2d Battalion successfully attacked an enemy strong point at 
(F698204) .‘and continued its advance to (F700206) . 

The 3d Battalion junped off at 0800 from east of LINZ (F678187) to 
capture the high ground in the vicinity of (F706197). Although 
unexpected resistance was encountered in the- vicinity of . . FKNIG 
(F7018) , the battalion advanced slowly to its objective, which was 
taken by nightfall. 

:78TB INFAWI’RY- DIVISION 

(Major General Edwin P. Parker) 

309th Infantry Regiment -- 

The 1st Battalion advanced against strong opposition consisting of 
small~arms, self-propelled gun, mortar1 and artillery ,fire to its two 
obj&iv&s -at (F663233) -and ,(F664244) . . . 

The 2d Battalion pushed to the high ground northeast of 
BRUCHHAUSEN (F658226), suffering heavy casualties from mortar and 
artillery fire in taking the objective. A strong counterattack 
supported by well-directed sel.f-propelled gun fire SauSed the crippled 
battal.ion to withdraw to the vicinity of (F673227). 

Ibe 3d Battalion occupied positions (as regimental .reyrve) in the 9. 
v.icinity of. (F646224) , which close$ the ‘gap in the lit&. ' '- 

310th Infantry Regiment 

me lst Battalion. attacked IWlTENBERG (F686174) and overcame 
severe resistance from heavy machine-gun and 2O-mn AA gun fire. to 
capture the town by early ‘afternoon. At 1435, the 27th Armored 
Infantry Battalion r$liwed the 1st Battalion, which moved to the 
vicinity of (F685176) 

1 
2 After Action Report, 9th Infantry Division, March 1945, Page 8. 

After Action Fkpcxt, .78th Infantry Division,, March a-1945, page 12. 
After Action Report., 78th Infantry Division, March, 1945, page 13. 
After Action Report, 27th kmored Infantry Battalion, March.‘1945, _ 
@age 6..’ 
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52d Armored Infantry Battalion 

The battalion, which was still attached to the 310th Infantry, 
78th Division, went into regimental reserve at (F688227) . Cqnpany C 
was employed astride the draw at1 (F662215) to prevent enemy 
infiltration toward KASBACH (F664204) . 

9TH INFANTRY DIVISION 

(Major deneral Louis-A. Craig) 

39th Infantry Regiment 

The -39th Infantry, less the 3d Battalson, was attached .to the 78th 
Infantry Division for operations at 0900. 

The ‘1st Battalion moved from BRUCHHAUSEN. (F658226) at 1330 to 
continue the attack to the east with objectives at HIMBERG (F694281) 
,and REDERSCHEID (F712264). The advance 9s3slow, and the lnit did not 
reach either objective durirq the period. ’ 

The 2d Battai ion moved from XHEUREN (F637232) to dr.ive east. and 
relieve sane .of the pressure from the 1st Battz$ion. Gains were made, 
but the battalion was stopped due to darkness. c , 

The. 3c. Battalion remained in SCHEUFW (F637232). 

47th Infantry Regiment 

The lst Battalion attacked at’ 0830 tomrd the vicinity of 
(F701217). ltre battalion made slow progress against 4determined 
resistance and halted at 1730 in the vicinity of (F694209). 

The ..@ ..Battalion attacked through Company K at 1015, advancing to 
(-F688222), &erg It was stopped by heavy small-arms, mortar, tank, and 
artiliery fire. 

.The -3d Battalion remained inactive except for .X+mpny ,K, which 
cleared the. line of departure fo5 the 2d Battalion and later cleared 
.the.-group of houses at (F688218). 

1 After Action Fkport, 5% -kmored Infantry Mttalion, March 1945, 
2 -paqe 4. 

3 
’ After ktion Report, 78th’ Infantry Division, March: ‘1945, page ,13. 

.4 Mter Action Report, 78th -Infantry Division, Wrch’1945, page 14. 
After ‘JEtion &port, Sti.Infantry Division, March 1945, page 9. 
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This2ls.t BattqZion attac.ked+ a& 0300, cleared & by-pa?@ 1. factogy at 
(F6;$$9)1,. ati- ,continued- on tiwaad MARTEN (F313206)... 

. . . 
me 2d Battalioq reorgani.zed and; *en. advanced 500. yards toward: 

HARGART’EN (F713206). . 

(Major General Edw;in P. Parker;)- 

The .3d -Battalion Continued to oranize its. psition (F691;228)-.4L 
1 
2 After ‘Action Report, 9th -Infantry Division, March 194.5, pa&$. 8. . . 
3 After S&ion- Repart., 78th .Jnfantry, @vigign, mr* l?& page-- 13:. 
4 After %&ion:. Report,. 9th Xtifantry Division,; Mar&-l !4& E?aq,e’-- 9;: 

After Acti.on: &port , 78th Infantry Divis$on, March 1945, ph9e 1Q. 
I 



311th Infantry Regiment 

‘Ihe 1st. Battalion repulsed two coLatterattacks consisting of tanks 
and, infantry during the day. E@th attacks, 0~ at 0650;, the other at 
0915, were aimed at retaking- HONNEF (F640275),; 

The 2d Rattalion coordinated’the defense’ of HONNEF.1 

Ihe 3d Battalion actively patrolled to (F676266) .l : 

99ITi INFANTRY DIVISION 

(Major- General Walter E, Lauer) , 

The 99th Infantry Division canpleted crossing the RHINE2 and 
assumed command of the sxrthern sector of the bridgehead at 1400. 

393d Inrantry Regiment , 

The 1st Em ttalion relieved the 3d Hattalion, 60th Infantry, in the 
vicinity of (F708187). The battalion repulsed tm counterattacks and 
advanced 340 yards northeast toward the &igh gromd . east of HARGARTEN 
(F713206) . 

The 2d Battalion, echeloned to the left reqr of the 1st Bat&ion, 
coordinated its attack with the 1st Battalion. 

2 ‘Ihe 3d Battalion remained in reserve in its .assembly area. 

394th Infantry Regiment 

The +94th Infantry ‘mimer& closed in its. assembly area : east of 
the RHINE at 0730 ‘and ,was .a$tached to the 9th Infantry Division from 
0730 to 1400, 11 March 1915, 

lhe 1st Battalion, with the 2d Battalion, attacked south along the 
east bank of the RHINE at 0830. ‘Ihe two battalions advanced 3000 
yards, se2uring the towns of LEUBSDORF (F685166) ,:and ARIEND0RF 
(F688148). 

-2d Battalion (see 1st Battalion account above) .* 

The -3d 2.Dattalion was in reserve, followirq the -1st and 2d 
Battdl ions. 

I 

: ‘-After Action Report, 78th Infantry Division, March 1995, page 13. 
After Action Report, 99th Infantry Division, March 19QS, paqe 8. 
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WH’ INFAMlRY DIVISION 

(Major General Louis A; Craig) 

39th Infantry Regiment 

The 1st Battalion attacked east at - 0630 with the 2d Dattalion to 
‘take the high grotlna west of KALENORN (F706247). The rugged .terrain 
and determined defense made the going vfry slow and prevented the 
battalions ~fran reachi* their objectives. 

2d Battalion (see -1st Battalion account above) .l 
. 

I 
‘Ihe, 3d Battalion remained in reserve in SCHEUE?EN (F637232) . 

47th Infantry Regiment ‘_ 
The 1st Battalion attacked at 0630 toward its objective at 

(F705236) against medium to heavy resistance. ahd 2dV&ded to 
(E70321.6) , tiere it =s stoppd by an enemy st.rorg point. 

: 
-‘-,‘The -2d :<Battqliori attacked at 0530 toward an objective ..in the 

vicinity ~,of i -( F708217) . . AWqhx-terrain and ~ heaVy mortar pz .-artillery 
fire caused the battalion -to. h&t short of its objective, - ’ 

‘. The 3d ,.Dattal iorr“rtiained.‘ih defensive positions in;. the. vicinity 
of (F678213) . -- ,: -I 2 

60th Infantry F&ment , 

.-The 1st. -Battalion .attackp, through the 3d Battalion: at, 1940 and 
advanced slowly to (F702202). 

‘Ihe 2d Battalion continued to advance slowly and. f”ched the .h$gh 

g-rod north ard west of -HRRGARTEN (F73.3206) at the eti of the day.’ 

‘fhe 3d Battalion pas& through Company B and advanced -to within 
75 yards. .af HARGAFITEN T-(F71320ri) .- -At this ,point : ,the ,battalion 
encountered heavy fir-e frcm infantry and tanks and ms forced to fall 
badk to -the :line -of depar-t&z; &ere -it ,reorganized iand renewed’ the 
attack; taking the road. jTtion at (F721205) before being passed 
throqh,by -the 1st Battalion. 

. . 
: 

._ 

1 2 .After .-Action I&por.t, 78th Infantry Division, March 1945, page 14. 
After Action Deport., 9th Infantry Division, March. 1915, page 9. 
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99TH INFANI'RY DIVISION 

(Major General Walter& Lauer) 

3934 Infantry Regiment 

The 1st Battalion continued to spearhead the regimental. attack, 
advancing 3000 yards to .secure GINSTERHAHN (F723196) '-and -RUTHEEREUZ 
(F723184). At 1735, an enemy counterattack toward 'RCYI'HEKREUZ was 
initially successful. However, the battalion, 'afsisted by the 2d 
Battalion,.repulsed the attack and retook the tiwn. 

The 2d Battalion, echeloned to the left rear, continued to 
coordinate its attack with that of the 1st Battalion. The battalion 
advanced abut 3000 yards.~against light resistance and assisted the 
1st Battalionlin regaining RUlTHEKREUZ (F723184) after the German 
counterattack. 

.lhe. 3d Battalion remained in reserve, displacing to (F6921-94):. 

394th Infantry Regiment ;. 

The 1st BattaliTn- reverted tx regimental reserve, remain-ing in 
U$JBSDORF (F685166). 

The 2d Battalion, maintainixq -contact~with the 393d Infantry on 
the north1 advanced 3000 yards to the southeast to (F716157) <'and 
(F721172). 

.-,,rIhe' *id. -Battalion attacked at 0630, advancing .approximately :3000 
yards and securirq its objectives north of HONNINGEN (F700127)1 The 
battalion reached (F694137) and (F702145) by the end of -the -day, 
395th Infantry Regiment . . . . 

The. 39Eith Infantry:,remained.in bridgehead rfserve iin its previous 
locations, pas&q to IIICorps control at.1800. .: 

13 March 1945 

9l'H AEMGRED DIVISION 

(Major General John.W. Leonard) 

27th Armored Infantry Battalion 

The battalion continued in reserve in UwKEL (F634224); 

1 After Action Report, 99th Infantry Division, March 1945, page 9. 
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,l After A&ion .+prt; Szd I’gmor~ecl~~ Xhf&hy-Battal.ion, Magch Iy5; 
2. page 5. 
3 After Action Report, 78th Infantry Division?, !$arch, 1 gE&. 1&e-; 15,. 

After Action,, Rep@, 60th Armor& Infantry Battaii0n Ir f!l&h ‘1.9il-5, 
4 

m,e $- i’ -. I. ,. . . 

5 Af.tes -?!@ioq *port, 78th~~Inf~&ry Division, t&rch~~l’b!B, page $6. 
After Action: Report, 9th Infa&y DiGi&nn Mar&- 1,9&i @age ldi’ 
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The 2d Battalion attacked at 0800to\(ard (F702235) -against heavy 
rifle fire and machinegun fireland advanced to. (F708232);:where.--the 
battalion dlq in for the night. 

60th 
The 3d battalion attacked east in the gap- bet-n the.F47th 'q 

Infantry Regime&s and swept the rear area as far as (F687217). 

60th Infantry Regiment 

The 1st !3attalion captured HARGARTE;N (F713206) at 0400, after 
2ergr;t P ttalion passed through it'-and' the 1st BattAion-~,went 

. ,I '," ~. 

The 2d-Battalion passed through the 1st Battalion and:.attacked 
toward !T KATHARINEN (F7221). The advance was stopped by tank fire 
and several mall infantry Comterattzp, but ms resune& -after dark 
and ST KATHWUNEN was cleared by 2130. 

The 3d Battalion retook the road .juxtion ?t (F722203), tiich had 
been lost in the ooun~eratt~k~~'-durinj.',the day; 

78TH INFANTRY DIVISIDN .__.i 

(Major General Edwin P. Tarker) : :. 

309th Infantry Regiment 

The regiment ws ordered to coordinate its attack iGith th& of the 
39th Infantry an3 to assist:in securirx.g.line +ch,ran from sduth of 
KONIGSWI~ (F617307) through AGIDIEIWERG (F6912.95) to RCYlTRITZE 
(F700275). 

._ 
Fe .lst Battalion .attackedi.tjo t@ northeast at 1510 against severe 

small-arms and automatid weapons fii&, advancing SdO yards before 
digging in for the night. 

. . : 
-Pie 2d Battalion rebrqani$ed 

rear' as the regiment advanced. 
and asstied responsibility ..for the 

lhe 3d Battalion atticked hth+he 1st. Battalidri:;-~v~~inq_.500 
yards before stoppirq for the-night. e 

/ 

310th Infantry Regiment 

‘Ihe -@t Battalion.-attacked by the northeast on the right of .~Xb 
.311th Infantry, and qained approximately 1000 yards. 

: ,, 

‘2 After B&ion EIeport,‘+th Infantry ‘Division, March -1945, -page 10. 
;After Action Report, 78th Infantry Division, March‘l’945, page 1% 

: 
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3~l$h I’n’fddxy~ Rkqiment 



395th infantry Regiment 

The 1st Battalion remained in corps rqserve until 1800, when it 
reverted to 99th Division control in place.’ 

The 2d Battalion was released from III Corps control at 13118, at 
which time the battalion 
the vicinity of (F6.95192) . 

Fupied positions .east of LINZ (F6718) in 

The 3d Battalion. was released frcm2 III Corps control at 1800 and 
reverted in pl,ace to the 99th Division. 

14 March 1945 

9lTl AfavlORED DIVISION : -. 

(Major General John W. Leonard) 

27 th -Armored Infantry Battalion’ 

-The battalion-remained in reserve in UNKEL (Ffi34224). 

52d Armored Infantry~Battalion I 

me..~battalion continued its attack against .a determined defense 
.employirq tank, infantry, and artillery weapons, and took KRE’D%US 
(F700244) west of the railroad tracks in conjmction with the 3d 
Ba-ttal.ion., 310th Infantry. At 1WJ, 
counterattack ms repuised at (..F69%42). 

a. strong< tank-,infantry 
._- 

60th Armored Infantry Battalion 
,. z. i 

The -battalion .:attacked north and--east frxm a. position- east :of 
-.HONNEF,‘(F640275) at 0700., taking several hills and s+pping 200 yards 
sos~;.~ts~i~~~~$J-DVUT (F664307). . I Three comterattacks *re repulsed 

I 

1 
2 

-After Action Report, 99th Infantry Division,’ March 1935, ‘&ge 10. 

3 After- Action Repjrti 99th Infantry Division,-March ‘195, page ‘11. 
After--Action Report,. 52d Armored Infantry BattaliOn;.Mdrch 3.945, 
.$xigis 5, 

:,. 
4 ‘After Action mport, 60th Armored 1nfantr.y &&t&ion, March 1945, 

,page -6. 
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78TH INFANl’RY DIVISION 

(Major General Edwin P. Parker) 

. 

309th Infantry Regiment 

day. 
The- regiment fought against stiff resistance during the -entire 

At times hand-to-hand fightirq was necessary tc dr.ive the 
determined enemy fran his positions.1 

i 
!X!he ..lst Battalion attacked at 0800. a9 at 1430 seized: the road 

junction ‘just outside of- HIMBERG (F694281) . 
: ,.’ 

IIhe:.2d Battalion attacked at 1430 through the 19: Battalion and 
-seized the, high gromd south of AGIDIENBERG (F694296). 

‘The 3d Battalion attacked .at 0800 and gjined the road junction in 
the vicinity of RUITBITEE (F700276) at dark. 
_3lOth'Infantry Reqiment 

‘.. ,! ._ 
The 1st Battalion continued .to attack north mder the cc&ad of 

the 311th Infantry, making very little headway ,against a .-desermined 
-enemy using tanks, machine guns, and mortars with good effect. .. ‘. 

‘*e ..2(j ‘j)& a ion followed the, 52d Armored Infantry Battalion to 1’ 
(F699242) , ‘here the battalion organi& ; a defensive ’ posi’tion,. At 
1600, .a 
Dosi tion. 

5troxq infantry-tank’ ‘counterattack was repulsed from this 
I’ . /  

The - ‘3d Battalion, continued to ycupy 
(F693227) ,, and to patrol to, the north. 

its defensive position at 
7, . 

~The regiment attacked at 0700 qainst a pogressively stiffening 
resistance. Rugged, densely”wooded terrain also made the advance slow 
and arduxs. Four eneny cou&erattac,ks wsre lauxhed ‘from northeast 
of HCMNEF (F640275) , .but all were repulsed?? 

1 2 After Action -Report, 78th Infantry Division, March ,195, page 16. 
After.&tion Report-, “9th .-Infantry-Division, March 1935.,..pagell. 
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27 tK Armored InEantry BattalLon 

. .>_.. ‘,. 

1 After Action. Rqxxt &. 99th In.Eantry Division., March 165, pqe ..lL 
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52d Armored Infantry Battalion 

,~n conjuxtion with the 3d Battalion, 310th Infantry; the 52d 
Armored Infantry Battalion continued its attack on KRETHRUS, c;le&ing 
the town by 1700 and continuing on to ,take the high grpmd ,&uthw&t 
of KALENBORN -(F706247) and the small woods at (F702243). 

60th: ;Armored Infantry Battalion 

The. battalion attacked to the rrortheast on the right df the 3d. 
Battalion, 311th Infantry, The battalion adv yed agairlst light 
resistance and- captured MARGARENTHENHW (F658310). :-i -. 

9I'H INFAN'IEY 'DIVISI(TJ 

Wajor GeneraP fbuis A. Craig) 

39th Infantry Regiment 

The regiment ccntinued its attack to the east at 063q.,with.tiree 
battalions abreast, the 2d Battalion on the north, the 3d Battalioti on 
-the s&h, and the 1st Battalion in the--center. Gains of up to 1000 
.yards -wey -made, with the -‘2d Battalion capturing SCWJEIFELD 
(-F705260). 
47 th Infantry Regiment /1 

The 1st Battalion continued its.attack .on- -vWHI$D (F71722$):, 
clearing. the town at 180d' jointly 'with the41st Battalion, 66th 
Infantry, .Mich entered the town from the -south. 

‘me 2b Battalion attacked at 06.30 ',and advanced against 'light 
resistance' -to its obj.ectives at -(F710238) arxl ('F7682h3), &-rich -wre 
mlpi-ed by 1200? 

The 3d. Bat-blion 
6f -'its..obj.ective at 
dam. At-the- end of 
the resistance. 

attack@ at 1000” and advanced sl@ly .to .We edge 
(-F7i8238) , MI em the.. assault cafnpany... was pi& 
the period Compny L was manewer’ing to dutflank 

-. .,.- . 

. . 
1. After ,A&ion -Report, 52d Armored Infantry Battalion, March -1X5, 

.2 page 5. 
After Action Report, 60th Mmored Infantry Battalion, &ch .1915, 

3 .paQe 7. 

.% After &.tion lbpc+rt; 178th -Infantry .Division;-)rhrch ;19%, -page 17. 
-After Action .-port-, 9& Infantry~:Div’ision, Ptqrch -1945i .page :ll. 
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The regiment continued its attack at 0630 with all three 
battalions in line: the 1st 3attaUon on the -Iwrest, the 2d Battalion 
in tie .center i. and tie 3d Battalion on the east flank. The hilly, 
wood& terrain :ti& thti’ mtii& &+&Ae to prbqress as the Units adu&& 
up to >20.'00'. yar-ds, Later .: in . the af &rnqon , ~ .‘pa tm%.s en&r ing 
KUCMUCKmIN (F642304) found the tmm tiefended anal; immd%ahely 



I  

.  

99lYH’INE’AVIRY DIVItiION 

(Major General Walter- E. rmer) 

3 93d Infantry Regiment 

Th’lst. Battalion attacked at 1315. and secured the high gromd in 
the vicinity of (l?739l6?) and the town of REIDENBRUCH (F734168) 
against light resistance. 

‘Ihe 2d. Battalion reverted tx division control at .12OO ap’ -moved to 
RCYTHEKREUZ (F725180) , closing in the assembly area at 1710. 

: lhe 3d Battalion, which had the stiffest fightinq of ‘the -day, 
attacked at 0500. Overcoming determined but, spotty resistance, the 
battalion captured EESSW (F733177) at 0920, HILL 330 (F735172) at 
1320-i and KRIMSCHEID (F744180) at 1810, and was.attackiq GIRGENFtATH 
@742X8) at 2400. A comterattackl of -100 infantry was repulsed -at 
1000 with heavy losses to the .enmy. 

394th Infantry Regiment 

‘Ihe lst Battalion attacked at 1330 and captured the higg gromd in 
the vicinity of (F712140) at 19DO against light resistance. 

I 
The 2d Battalion attacked at 1330 arid adv&ed ti the vicinity of 

(F732142) against light resistance. 

The 3d Battalion remained in reserve at’ (F6 95142) -2 

395th Infantry -Regiment .’ _. ’ 
The. -. 1st ,..Battal ion continued to attack against .-stubborn resist&q. 

At 2400, the battalion was in the outskirts of Sl’EIIW4RlP (F747203) . 

like ..2d Battalion attacked at 0530 against heavy rocket and 
artillery fire. and light gr&& +esistance . tie batt+ion .&ptur.ed .an 
tibjective, in the vicinity of’ (F7419) arid the tiwh of IIAHREN (F73.Jl.8.9) 
by 1040, and occupied an enemy strorrg p&it at (F7321.92) at 1615; 

The .rjd Battalion ws released frun division control and became III 
Corps ---reserve .at 1200, 3 which time the battalion occupied ,an 
assembly -area at (F733182). ;. : 

2: 

‘. 1 

1 
..‘. 

.:.After -Action- &port, : 99th: Infantry Division, March+1 945, page 11. 
‘2 After P&ion Report, 99th Infantry Division, March ‘1965,~,~~~e .12. 
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(mjor General. Clift -Andrus)- 

26th Infantry Regiment _ 

The regiment, with normal. combat team attachments, cloq in the? 
bridgehead and moved north into. the: zone. of ,the 78th Divisior; 

16 March 191-5 

& 16 March., the de,fense against the REMAGEN BRIDGEHEAD cracked 
wide open. Large gains were made- along the- entire front up to and 
be;yord the. br idgehead 1 imi ts. By..-the- end. a,f the: day,. the. sector was a 
front rather than a br.idgehead-an army sector &ich one week later 
erupted., sendiq armored colunn~l north.,. easti ati south- to-confuse and 
confomd: the. last .vestiges of. the defenders. of i!?xtress Europe. Thus, - 
the i.nitiative ard audacity of a: twc+battal.ioir- task force .in sei:zi,rq a 
bridge. tnl.ocked: the- door to. the. heartland. of Germany. 

- 
. 

27th Armored Infantry ,Rattali.on 

The battalion remained in reserve in UNKEL (F623224-j: 

52d- Armored Infantry B$ttali-cn .. 

The b2ttalion reverted to 11.1 Corps reserve ,in. KRRT%WJS 
(F700224) . _’ 

60th. Armored Infantry- Battalion- 

Y$e. battalion attacked to the rxxtheast WkIer the 311th Infantry, 
a?ancirq to the outskirts of fTU$NRACH (&68313). ‘ibe rough, mode& 

slowad ,the battaliorVs advance more than ,the defense ‘of ‘.the 

..- 

1 
2 After Action Report, III Corpe, March 1 w5, page 39. .. - I ’ ’ 

After Action Report, 52d Armored Infantry Battalion, March 194-5, 

3 page ‘5. 
After ,+tion Report., 60th Armored Infantry, gattalion,. I%rch 1945, ,. 

4 pxje 7. 
Aft& Action Report , 60th ,&mored: Iiifantry -Battalion,,. March’.l%S; 
pag-3. -. 
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9I'H INFTWlRY DItiSION 

(Major General Louis A. Craig) 

38th Infantry Regiment 

The-regiment reverted to the 9th Infantry Division at 093O.l ~, 
The 1st Battalion continued its attack to (F688255).1'2 

The 2d Battalion continued its attack to (F710265).1 

The 3d Battalion clear&i KALENBORN (F7063.47) a9 at 2400 was 
fighting toward the crossroads at WILLSCHEID (F715250). 
47th Infantry Regiment 

Te. 1st Battalion continy attacking to 'the. east, reaching 
(F728228) by the end of the day. 

'Ihe 2d Battalion attacked in the afternoon' to seize a line of 
d,epasture,'for.the attack. .on VEXTLESCHOSS (F725245). on the following 
day. -_i 

The 3d Battalion occupied (F716238) at 1030.2 :. 
60th Infantry Regiment 

'f 
The 1st. ,Battalion attacked a 5 0300,,against heavy.resistance and 

captur.edSTROM' (F735222) at 2400. 

The 2d Battalion occupied WRSCHEID (F728218). 

The 3d Battaiion coritinued to, -occupy defensive positions at 
(F740214)and (F734217) ytil relieved by the 9th Reconnaissance Troop 
at the end of the rxxicd. 

78TH INF'ANI'RY DIVISION - ; 

(Major, General Edwiri P. Parker) ! 

"The division was released from III Corps and attached to WI Corps 
at 1200. Operational control of the 38th Infantry wa$ terminated at 
1208, and the regiment reverted to the 9th.Infantry Division. 

1 
2 After'tition *port, 78th Infantry Division, lukrch.l%5, page 18. 

-AfterAction Report, 9th 'Infantry Division, March 1945, parp? 12. 



The -1st 'Battal.ion cattacked ~:at~:86001,~,na~n~~i~ 4pSSl?ELD <(-F746E55) 
-at 1230, ‘Xesi-stance was -ver-y l-iqht dur‘irrj :the ~.day: 

._. 
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‘Ihe 2d Battaiion remained :in reserve at ROI’HEKREUZ (F725188). 

The 3d Battalion attacked against light resistance at 0010, 
capturing .GIRGENRATB (F742168) at 0845, BREMSCHEID (F751171) at 0845, 
Cm (F7617) at -1605, STOPPERICB (F757167) at 1605, and FRORATH 
(F756185) at. 163p. A counterattack at KRWSCBEID’ (F744180) was 
repulsed at 0420. 

394th Infantry Regiment 

The 1st Battalion attacked at 0 9of and captured part of HONNINGEN 
(F700127) after advancing 2000 yards. 

The .2d Battalion attacked against light resisyce.,and seized the 
high:-ground in the vicinity of STARBRICK (F737128). 

The 3d Battalion remained in reserve at (F69i142) . 
” i 

395th Infantry Regiment 

The lst Battalion attacked at 0540 against lig.ht mnall-arms fire, 
capturing .STEINJ?ARDI’ (F747204) at 0845 and advancing to (F750206) 
during the day. -. 

_. 
The 2d -Battalion attacked at 0330 cagainst~ light resistancei 

captur,jrq HEEG (F749186)2and .REIFERT’-(F753187) at 0815 and continuirq 
to advance to (F754187). 

The-3d Battalion remain.ed ‘in. 111 Corps reserye -at (F733182). 

l!X’ INFANTRY DI?iISION 

(Major General Clift %drus) 

The 1st Infantry DivIision continued to move into the ,bridgehead 
ix ea , -closing into an area east. of HCNNEF about 1300., Later; in the 
.day the! 18th a,nd 26th Infantry Regiments .moved to more .-advanced 
-locations, preparatory to lqcnching an attack to the northeast throqh 
the 78th Infantry Division.. 

.-After Action Report, ‘99th Infantry Division, March.,l945, page 12. 
3 :Pf,ter’.-Action .Repcrt, 99th Infantry’division,. March 1945, page 13. 

Sitrep No.. 564 (After Action Report,: III Corps, March 1945). : 
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‘Ihe period 6--9:.Ma,rch. saw the caplete elimination of enemy forces 
west of the RUINE in the III.. Corps zone:., G&man withdraw&l ~3s in 
ful& swiq .on 6. March, ati ; rapid advances were made ,that day - against 
scattered delaying forces, not very eager- to fight. m 7' Matchi ,enay 
resistance. -on the’ smth collapsed ,as American; troops -reached-;“the:.m 
RIVER on the south flank, captur inq bridges intact, and ,most 
important, capturing intact the. ra.ilroad bridge over the;- RHINj?, ‘RIVER 
at .RETAAGEN-. (E6452OOJ. 

_ 
tiemy support for his infantry during -this early phase in March 

was not impressive. Initially, artillery and mortar fire- were fairly 
heavy; &rile tanks and. selfqro@led gms -;in small! ‘nunbe& co&rib- 
uted: to the delayiq. actioni I!&+~ reinforcements .in men or: materiel 
were received .by the enemy; this- policy WJS probabfy ,due- t;o lack of 
reserve-s as well as to the desire to Save replacement units for 
rebuilding the beaten. divisions behind: the RHINE barrier. .I 1’ 

The CrOSsikJ of the ROEI? RI= on the entire .III Corps ‘front on 1 
m.rch broqht:, -iden@ficatior. of ,alP,. mmy mj;t-- bow., ^ w :.&& m. 
fightiq ‘< b&we=; j& R()m .a& *g..“R#iN& -’ $&il&+&e. .w, par&&ute 
Division in the: ‘center had recently been. reoqranised,. and:: its .stre@h 
and morale were. sufficient to cause it .ti3 offer stubborn resistance, 
j&e- 27&j:. V&&gr,e&&er Diviston.- on && .mu&- ,ws: caught. .gn- t& 
process of a sketchy reorgani.zation ‘behitxl the RORR da& Ihe 353d 
Volksgrenadier Division, on the north flank of the. 3d tirachute- 
Division, -. had the 9&t and 943d ‘Grenadier Regiments in--. fa$,rly’ good 
shape, b&, :&e’ :’ g&Ed G@n&i&. -ime&, f@. &t- been- refom&; me- 
63d VolksgrenadXer Division remained in line against the V US’ C!&ps, 
on the south, until 6 Mar&, &en ‘it i&o. shifted nxth, and was 
contacted on III Corps front. 

The 8 9th Grenadier Regiment of the 12th Volksgrenadier Division, 
was. fdentif ied on the III Corps north boundary the last two days of 
Febr ua-r y. During the. - first -f&w days of mrch-, thi-s ‘division.: ms.. 
pushed. o.ut ‘of. VII US: Corpsarea. into increasirq mn.tac:t- on. III .-Corps. 
front . . :. 

’ 
Ihe principal surprise in, enemy identifications west of the RHINE 

was the contact with the 39th and 78th Grenadier Regiments of the 26th 
Infantry Division on 5 .March, 

As the advance shifted slightly southeast in approaching the 
RHINE, elements of ,the 277th Volksgrenadier Division ard the 89th 

fighting.. on V Cor.ps -front ,.,.were identif i-ed. _: Infantry. Division, 

%; surprise crossing of ~&e RHINE- created a. nati sLtu&on~~fr& an 
order of’ battile, stard$oint. j No enemy divisional m&s, yre in 
position..@ t&g: east- &jj-&; &em& the f$rst 36 hours of th& ~br+phe&l 
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saw comtiit&nt of miscellaneous engineer , _. antiaircraft, and 
replacement units, on.ly, The ll.th Panzer Divisiori ‘..arrived on -i9 March 

..:; and := waS’~~ chitted against .the’ ‘bridgehead,. . TI@s ; diVi,sion,. Md be& 
,. f ightiql.. :yest-.. af ,the .‘.ritier,: far :;. to.;. the . n&h -..of ‘,:~$~I.:.,$orps, -being : 

: withdrae::east :of @e .river..~en~about:;S~,Yarch. L. It proc&ed&j.. &uth~ with 
- I, ., _' 

drders :to recross the river, +t.Bm .ad .attack :south;, but--arriving 
after the &-i’zure of the ~LUDENDORF BRIDGE, it .was, instead; committed 
againstthe bridgehead. .. The 106th. Panzer Brigade acc&@anied the 11th 
Panzer- Division, .; L being on its &x&h flank, in the !.midd,le of the 
bri%ehead, r L. -, : : c .,:.‘..; . ,;_y ..‘...... ;:..! ,i.’ ;. ; ‘:. I; .-;: :I >‘.. ‘iZST.yZi: ; . .. +,:, 1 -- 

1. . _, . . ,. ._k_ _“- *.._.... .-_L- I... . . 1. __.. ..- . . . 
l .  .  .  .  i :  i : .  :  

.; ..: . . . . A,>. . _. 
.  .  . . : -  

- ,  -_ he n&t ‘-divisions to,. be. .commi&&j” :against. &&:,,brihqehead w&e ‘. identified on 13 March.“ ~Or"'the.~~sout&, the 2?2&- Volksyrenadier 
Division, tilibh had suffer& .severely in the retreat across -&e RHINE,' 
W&S rgih~ced by scme salvagti element: cf the 326th V6Lkxarenadie.r 
Didsion ,and by the 80th j&placement F&?-:&‘i.%:~a frcnn CCEHEN'Z (L995) c 
an5 :+,gs cc>mCtted in defense :of’ I-QNNINGZE 1JZ700I273 o 121 its -right 
flimk g 3~ 277th fJolksgrenadierr Division CW~ %n *C&Z some day, also in 
very bad condition f@n its retreat acLr:ss i;;7e 2EIPZF on the v Corps 
front. .X2-i the rmrth, the 62d Volksgrena!iler Division .xd 9th Panzer 
Division took over the defense of the i-KWi$E srea {F64()275) on the 
same i-by, 

These reinforcements enabled the llth lanzer Division to jj,arrow 
its zone;, ati with the 106 Brigade’ and eisnents of the 130th P&?zer ” 
ZRhr. .Division attached, it remained the strorqest division op;pOsing 

the IIT Corps; .especially as the division received 300 men from the 
Wid.eUxrg. X0 School. 11 March,, and 450 rejnforcements from the 139th 
IWmtain Replacment Battalion cm 17 March, 

Q-I 14 Nxch, the 340th Vo1ksqrremdier Division -was identified: 0r1 
.+khe s~ufi~~ea s t 0 f the br i%ehead. .T%is divisjol? arr.ivti in .:-or 
co,ndition from &e Third ti &my front o’n the south, but it +&s- to 
receive th?-e larqest qroup of repla.cements to arrive in this 
area-Denrrrark Battalions I, II, and III, a -:recjimental size lrkit from 
the GO.th Training Division in Detiark, ‘I% Denmark units soon melted 
away, however, as did later arrivals from. Several replacement’ 
battalions f rti WES@WAL&L’~ __- . : “-- : . 

_. .- .,. -.- - .‘. I ‘I .._ _ 
- - -. ti.‘& on...i4-y ’ _. .._.-__-__ ___.__ grcn,:- .&e::?d.. .&achute Di9isio.n came back dn the ..III.,:.:... . _ .- “-- -.. . _.-: __... -- ------- .-.=: Z _____ 

--Corps north .‘:front,. this time Without-General '&himph, .who bad been .__. '-I ./. 
capt-ured -earlier in the maI% by the 9th US Infantry -Division. 

&I ,i7 Marbh, the- 26th .Volksgrqmdi& Division, an: old &my from 
the- :mMS and the, XOER RIVER battles,- arrikd on the southern 
.front, under General mko.tt; an .experienced stragqfer collector. This r 
officer had prtially filled ogt his cctqrw&with -remnants of the, ., 
‘277th -F@Iacement Regiment :of BONN and 2534 R&placement: Battalion of 
AAcEEEEJI and elements- of the 18th Volksqrenadier Division and. the .Wth 
‘Infantry Division. ,. _. :.. .- I. ,: .,- ,- ,, ., ‘.. ., ,. .. ., 
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APPENDIX III - C(MM= & GENERAL BAYERLEIN 
ColJMANDING GENERiG, GEFU& LIII CORPS 

-I 

The following story, told to PYnerican interrogators by ,General 
Lieutenant Fritz Bayerlein; depicts, to scyne extent, the state ,of. mind 
of the @Fan high command in the field during March 195. me 
‘subject, General Bayerlein, became an officer in 192. Re served with 
the panzers in the Polish Cam@iqn (193 9) and the French Campaign 
(1 SO), and was Romnel’s Chief of Staff in the Afrika Corps in 1943. 

After, Ccnnnanding the 3d Panzer. Division in Russia for a brief period, 
General Bayerlein was ordered to France to organize, train, and 
command the Panzer Lehr. Division-the mit’ especially equipped and 
trained to repulse the All&d invasion of France. After ‘the seizure 
of the LUDENDORF BRIIX;E over the RHINE by the 9th Us Armored Division, 
General Bayerlein was designated the comnander of -the LIII Corps, a 
battle group .charged with the mission of throwing the Merican forces 

‘back across the RHINE. 

The interrogation is especially interesting for three reasons: It 
is a. partial chronicle of historical events, it indicates the German 
prticcupation .with our air. corps,’ and it details by &ample the state 
of mind of the German officer corps when faced with .certain ..defeat . 
,,‘IhC careful student will note, the lack of prevision demon&rated by 
General ;Balyerlein in his location of his units. 
took ” place .one month. after the events redomted . 

-This interrogation 
At that time, the 

subje&‘s recollection of.:,.Fhe events which transpired, was -.most vague 
in contrast to his vivid ‘remembrance of personal danger or 
embarrassments. _. 

‘While 6ill but the, most. pej.tiiced will‘ agree that -Allied air powier 
was ,.a ‘most important- :fact$’ in’: the final outcune of :the war ,. it is 
interesting to note the importance given to minor losses by,German 
qruikd officers when ‘the losses were.‘ caused by air power; For 
instance, the loss of 100 man iii qrotid action was accepted as a 
normal thirq, while 100. cas*lties sustained from air, bcnnbartint~~was 
-headline& as a crippling’- blow to. the” &it-a decisjve ..f&ztor in ..a 
-=Ywefit defeat- ..,_ ..- * 

,( ,,.,- : ‘- _ “_. 1 ,, _ -. 

;~Ge*or.& ..Bayerlein ’ cjives I. -an -excellent ‘&ainple’ -‘I& .; the.... “&tian 

pr@fessional -dff i&r’s stite ,of min& in the closi&~ days ,,of ,,th&’ %ar-. 
While, ‘from the German pointy of view, the wr was’ irre$o&ably”‘lost, 
Bayerlein continued to perform his duty. to the. best !of- his ability 
&ile .blaSng his. superior for’ poor decisions and makirrq certain that 
no act of ariission occurred which mold justify his court-martial. 

Comments: of General Bayerlein to Us interrogators:, ’ 

.m 1 March. 1945,’ General Bayerlein, Cdmnarrdirq -General, -.G@nan 
KII Corps, was in his heriij;ciitarters at RREINFELD (F387 9). ,. At, this 
time, he received an order which Hitler sent to all units west of the 



. 



(NE-E : : mis de&i& wAs most illogical as-: ‘( 1) -The tanks 
referred to were one platoon of the 14th Tank Battalion, which,-had 
been east of the river for a' day and a half; (2) the main effort of, 
the bridgehead was and had been’ north and east; and (3) the- stratq’ic 
objectives in the vicinity tire the RUHR area in the north &d the 
autobahn to the east. There was neither a logical objective,nor good 
maneuver gromd to the, south. FLirthermore, model ws a high-caliber 
officer and knew that his only chance of success ,was to: hit the 
bridgehead hard and early before. the Americans had time .tG build up 
their forces east of the river. The only possible reasons for General 
.?3ayerlein's statement are that he was trying to put the blame for his 
failure on .Hodel or else that Mel was insane, 'as many 'people 

'claim&d,) 

On 12 Yarch, mel appeared at CBERPLEIS (F676350) wi%h Marshal 
Kesselrirq, who stated that he was the new conmander in the West over 
Model, ‘M-U continued his same duties but Imder. the direction of 
Kesselrirq. During the visit, 
for -destroying 

Bayerlein explained his initial plan 
the bridgehead to Marshal Kesselring, who became 

furious that the plan had not- been -executed. Model, perhaps to 
justi;fy his decision , complain& that he ‘ms being furnished tithing 
in th6 way-.of troops a@ supplies. Inasmuch as the Amer'icans had 
captured CBERERL by this time, the plan became ulmrkable and was 
dropped. Marshal Kesselring did order, however, that LEYREX (HILL 
359) (F668262) be retaken. 

QI the'night of 12-13, Yarch, Bayerlein moved-his, headquarters to 
ASBACH (F?802!?7) in order to be more centrally located with respect to 
hissector, This move, like-,all moves of Bayerlein,.was made at night 
to escape -the Prnerican tactical aircraft-. ; Bayerlei,n .claimed :that, 
between NCI@lANDY:.and. the 'end of the war,.he had lost -the 'fighting 
strength of his division: two and a half times from rqmy air action 
alone. .Fur thermore, the omnipresent threat of air, strikes on ariy 
calm so greatly restricted his -fr-eedom of movement that an active 
mobile defense was usually -impossible. 'lhe RbACXN operation k~s no 
exception to the general '-rule.; althowh ‘the rug@,: heav.ily wo&ed 
terra‘in minimized the.effectivenes& of fiqhter-bombers on the 
battlefi-eld -proper. Duri‘rq ,the critical period of the brl'dgehead, 
howaver., there was a continual drunming of the rear areas. on 10 
March,the 130th Infantry Regiment, 
detrain ,at XTKNKIRCHEIN (F935320). 

arriving from Denmark, was due to 
at the prece&ing 'day ALTE%lKIRCHEN 

had been destroyed to the point where the railroad station was 
unusabie and the streets impassable. it was necessary :for the 
regiment to .detour north and south by way of BACHENBURG (F935342) 
(north) at&NIDER WAMBACH -(F901257) (south). '8uch situations. were the 
usuai thirq land made time'-and space computations -nearly impossible, 
with-,-the resultant piecemeal enplo@ent of mfts. -:IxI 13-14 -Narch, 
%LAMERSFElB (F854277). ard the forest ‘Gest of ALTELUKIFEHEN (F$35320) 
-were bea@ly'bombed. While the heavy 17-011 gurs ti-ich- mre shelling 
the -bridijJe at REPIAGEN were located in these woods,. no great damage 
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.resulted., which -convfnced Bayerlein ,th&t :thei. Amer:icans ,. knew the 
gene~ral &cat-ion of ‘the guns -but did not -have ‘*em .pinqo:inted. .& .l4 
March, ,,howeve+ a :trainload of gasoline., .ne.arl y fhe e&ire 2-1 
-reSeme of: ,the corps, was. destroyed-a ..‘tragHy tc, the. fuelqhort ,unPt. L 
(In--, spite nf the ,losses a@ inconveniences, enunerated by %eneral 
Bayer 1.e in , -the. RiEt@GEN operation appea-r,s to have .been- a.lmost 
exclusive1.y ..a dromd force show’ in the- -plodding infantry :style;+. As 
the general--had no Luftwaffe under. his _ command, it was en easy thi~ng - 
to place. an- ,@ue qnomt of weight on -factors‘ affecting the: operation 
which <were beyond hts, control.). 

-In compliance with the orders of. Mar.&al Kessel-ring, .Gen&al 
Bayerlein attacked ‘&BERG (P668262.) on i3 .&larch and retook -the 
,objective. J4n attack on HONNEF i( l740275) $he same day:, homver, 
failed. 1. 

: ‘. 
:(FJqE: .. ,At~: 132400 .,Ma.rch, .the 1st ,.E&tt&ion, 3Om, Infa&y,;~ was . 

report* l500 ;prds .east of LEyBERG- with .$he 3d Battal.ion, 311th 
Infantry+ on .its:,north : ~MI, the- 2d ,Bat,talion:; 3~9th Infantry+.~~on its 
sout&, ; _. rt is wtrw1.y &l;lbtrul~. -that -‘th,ree battap.io@ .f.@m.. -&tee 
d.if+rent . . regiments,.. 0: two divisio,ns .%tiula. galsify their .locat%~,n;s by 
1500 yards,. It is much. more-. probable &hat Gene&l Bayerlei~n, repo&ted 
an. \;ntr.ue Ymi&on ~~pfbi.she(jn~ u :w ,&w : ‘mer -of e- <wst I 
trusti:w-: to the- conf:usion rampant- at the ~time to cover :h& false 
official report .) 

:A second ;plan to smash the jbridgehead was now (13 March). plamed, . . 
consi”stirq sf .qn attxk .by-, the new&y +rrived 13Ofh ‘WEantry ::ReqSr&t 
khruuc#x I3lWmWdmEN (F658226) and ORSBEiR~ (F652216) ; ‘&ce &&.f&&l 
stepped: .in and,- acczusing Hayer;l:ein of w.at~i-zatio~sV of h-i:s ‘: g&m , 
demanda that the -mrailable :.of%ehsive .fbrces ;be ~onsol~id$ted &h .me 
340th Volksgren,adier .Division under ,the. corrmand of Getie,ral ‘Iolls@rf 
-( t . 2 who ~-had established SQme sort --of -a reptation for + dest&@q 
tanks with panzerJfausts .‘“) .;:‘ Bayer-l-ein s&id that thins div.i’Son. 
consisted of - ..200. men: prectical1.y. without arms. and certainly witbout 
any. heavy weapons or proper. trainirrg under Toll-sdorf , .a’. .,c$ossly 
incompetent leaer . Nevertheless, BayW.ein ,turned’ Qver to. Tollsdorf 
the: 15OO;~good t-roops in the available battaltons an? assigned-IS&m a 
sector .in front -of the autobahn. Bayerldn stated that up& 1-I :the 
employment of J his last stri,killg force he. became conv:i?nced~+ :. and 
report&, that no chance remained to eliminate le bridgehead .‘ ,‘.< 
‘_ 

.(t+xiE: Ind:icative of the mental, status of. the comnati.. iti..&e~..l~West 
at -tt@ time 3s ,the example .of an army commander corr.e&Prq :a : carp 
corm\ander’ in his enployment of 1500 men. Her-e we see high- .c&nanders 
with. .sr,.-. few troops .at- hqnd t&t. the cxxntetiand~rq of : order.s bec~es 
the rule.. Aj..hough @mEal ,&yerl&n.: ,&t* *hat ifi, his, :q&&~+.~a~ 
.in : the opinisp- of, other *r-mm -Gener,al .&3ff of fiders, !%&WI. was 
~~sqms at, .this $$me, . ther.e .is certainly w. $&m.f of this ~~ticc~&$on-. in 
:$his c+e, Hayerlein plann.4 .q~ :attack :t@xqh~ the kner‘iee : aseult 



, .,* .-, , _ -. -> * 
fcxces,’ aiong the line, F3RUCfll@4~&J4RSEBERG tu the $iver,- with a 
threebattalion fdrce totaling 1500 effectijks, Ch 13: Marc&’ there 

-wwe five American battalions in. reskve within-’ 2MO yak% ‘of 
BFwcHflAusEN -and 0Rs3mtG.‘ It tippears iti& Bayerkin was mefely:‘;tr@~ 
to build up his om prestige by Jnsinuatirq that his foredoom& plan 
muid have been a success had it not been &cluded by his superior m 
The chronic cry from German: cmrps cmnanders that We1 ‘W mad could 
be due’ to his intense and misdirected sense of duty’ or to the hunan 
faiiing of subordinates covering a defeat by blaming a superior. 
Certainly, it is doubtful Whether a disciplined officer bf tche mental 
ability of We1 muld becae rebalanced because of a military defeat 
which he must have ‘foreseen anil tiich his trainiw ~uld indicate as 
being inevitable .) 

On -16 March, Bayerlein received official notif ication through 
channels that Hitler had ordered the whole briijgehead area wiped out * 
with V-2 Ixwnbs, rgardlkss of the resultant harm to the. local popula- 
tim. While this drastic defense was never mployed, the knowledge of 
its pssibility did rnt increase the German mldiersg will to resist 
on that -particular pi-e of ground, (m: In its after action , 
report for Mr-ch l%S, 111 Carps reported six V-2 bombs landing in the 
bridgehead area. It is believed that General Bayerkin meant that 

‘-- while v-2 -bombs ,were-,used in the operation, no cold-bl&ed effort tr~ls 
made to .wipe out all living things within the bridgehe&. The order 
rkquired a Fohibitive nmkr of bombs in the first -place and probably 
oould mt-have been okyti even if the military cmarders had desired 
tu do so.-) The effectiveness .uf the defense ms alsa iqired by the 
execution of five ufficers for dereliction &duty in faili% to 
destroy the LUDENDORF 'BRfIZE-an went that made the : Icllhole officer 
corps extrhnely conscious of the personal responsibility for failure, 
As a consequence the justification of acts and decisions became the 
paramunt thought in must minds, Bayerlein stated that when the 
Bnerican forces cut the autobahn - on 16 March, he had &m.&trated an 
especially hong defense at the northern e@e of his sector so that 

,. this disaster at least could tk dtibted ti meone else,, In addition, 
a bridge canpla swept the cmakl tiich caused. officers, of all grades 
to sped a disproprtionate mmt of time, energy, and’ explosives in 
blowirq al-l sorts of bridges, even senselestiiy. In many instances, 
bridqes -Wre -blmm in rear areas by- higbranking officers, thereby 
criplplirq t& war effort but Clearing the itiividual of sespdnsibility 
for ti mblom bridge, 

The -high “c-and apparently’ concurred in Bayerlein! s belief that 
*the. rduction of -the br-idg.ehead was impossible, as he was ordered on 
18 >Yakch tn pull mut Sf the line and move ruxth -.-the ldkfense of the 
area east. of ‘COLXNE (F456Q) ard R0NN (F550370) m The Aner icans f 
-howver R : mleaskd S a drive to the east instead of a -to ’ the north I so 
.WYERLEIN.-was ordered south again with his battle group to defend 
XTENKXRCHEN :(F 935320) l ,- The result of all this jock@lxJ amnd ws 
-.th& :<-he-..ms unable ti -put w a strong defense ,my&ere, being too 
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APPENDIXIV-Ni&lESB UUTCU'INANDERS 
: ', Mar& 1945 'I. -' -. 

First.lJ&ted States Army . . . . . . . . . ..~......Lieutenant G&era1 Courtney H. Hodges 

III Co& . . ..*..*..*...*................ Major General John Milliken 

iI Corps Artillery . . . . . . ..~..........iEigadier General' Paul V. rpne 

vn Corps ': I 'Major General J. 'La&n Collins . . . . . . . ..*......r.r............ 

9th Armored Division .................. ..Majo r General John W. Leonard 

Combat Comand A .................... ..Colone 1 Thomas L. Parrold 

Combat Cbnmand B .*....................Brig;l(lie r General William M. Hoge 

Ccmbat Conmand R . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Colonel Walter Burnside 

Division Artillery . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..&lonel Joseph W. West 

2d Tank Battalion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..~jor Oliver W. Schantz 

14th 'Rnk Battalion ................. ..Lieutenan t Colonel konard E. bgeman 

19th Tank Battalion ................. ..Lieutenan t Colonel Burton W. Karsteter 

27th Armored Infantry Battalion.......Majo r Jbrray Deevers 

52d Armored Infantry Battalion ........ Lieutenant Colonel William R. Prince 

60th Armored Infantry Battalion . . . . . ..Lieutenant Qlonel Kenneth W. Collins 

&h Cavalry Rgonnaissance Squadron..Lieutenant Colonel Caesar F. Fiore 

9th Armored Ehgineer Battalion . . . . . . ..Lieutenant Colonel Sears Y. Gokr 

656th Tank Destroyer Battalion 
.~ (SP)(attached) . . . . . ..*..............Lieutenant -lone1 John C, Meador 

482d,&tiaircraft Artillery Autunatic Weapons Battalion 
.(SP)(attached) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Lieutenant Cb+el Vincent F. Upinacci 

7th Armored Division . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..Major .General Robert W, Hasbro&zk 

73 . 
. 









‘“- 





. 



6 






